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source for arts coverage, a strong cul-
tural compass, and a dynamic resource
for news and opinion. With a dedication
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at over 250 high foot-traffic locations in
Pennsylvania from North East to Girard
to Edinboro. In addition to appearing in
print, Erie Reader adds new content dai-
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DEAN ZELLER

From the Editors

Love them or hate them:
The holidays are here.

hristmastime is here again. It's the
‘ most wonderful time of the year,

right? It's an easy holiday to love, and
just as easy to hate. On one hand, it's a bright
time full of traditions, gift-giving, and fami-
ly time. On the other hand, it's an obnoxious
time full of repetition, money-spending, and
.. family time. Everyone has their own take
on the holidays, and we know things can
be difficult. Well, cue up the jingle bells, and
pour yourself a glass of eggnog, because darn
it, it's important to try to have a good time.
There are still plenty of days left on the Ad-
vent calendar to revel in the holiday season
any way you choose.

Do you still have some shopping to do?
Of course you do, and that's okay. We have
a handy little holiday gift guide filled with
locally made goods. Nick Warren takes you
through a sleigh full of made-in-erie prod-
ucts that should have you surrounding the
bottom of your tree in no time.

Winter also provides a time to witness
the beauty of nature. The welcome sight of
snow-spotted pines in the chilly air is some-
thing every Erieite can appreciate. With the
ability to capture those picturesque scenes,
Dean Zeller uses his camera to document lo-
cal flora and fauna. In her first feature for the
Erie Reader, were proud to welcome Marnie
Mead, as she follows Zeller on one of his daily
treks through Presque Isle.

Nature's importance takes many forms.
Some are beautiful, some are tragic and mon-
umental. Also in this issue, Corbin Fowler re-
counts his time at the Standing Rock Sioux
reservation in North Dakota. On Dec. 4, the
Army Corps of Engineers announced that
they will reroute the Dakota Access Pipeline
to circumvent Lake Oahe. It's thanks to the
work of protesters like Fowler that things
really can change. Though there are many
more battles to face, we should never forget
that activism can move mountains.

As political waves rise and fall, we find it
time to say farewell to Sean Wiley's part in
“Harrisburg Happenings.” Since February
2013, Wiley has been a regular contributor
with the column, providing political updates
from inside the halls of our state Capitol. We
wish to offer Sen. Wiley a heartfelt thank you
for his years of service, while looking opti-
mistically ahead.

The holidays are a time to be joyous. Ev-
ery day of the year has that same potential;
these days just have their own songs. How-
ever you choose to celebrate them, we wish
you and yours a wonderful December, filled
with all the happiness you can bear and all
the warmth and brightness you can muster
on a beautiful, chilly Erie night.
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Everyone loves
pbright smile!

FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS

LECOM Dental Offices are looking for patients to help
our dental students pass their licensure exams. LECOM
will offer free dental X-rays and screenings on Friday,
January 20 from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM. Screenings will
identify patients who meet the following criteria

« are 18 years of age or older

« have most of their back teeth

* have valid ID

« must be available March 17, 18 and 19

Please note, those who need emergency care will not qualify.

Friday, January 20, 7:00 am-7:00 pm
No appointment necessary
QUALIFIED PATIENTS WILL RECEIVE
FREE DENTAL CARE
DURING THE MARCH LICENSURE EXAMS.

For more information call (814) 868-1001

and mention licensure exam

The LECOM Dental Offices are a community outreach service of the LECOM School of Dental Medicine located in Bradenton, Florida.

LECOM

LECOM Dental Offices
2000 West Grandview Blvd.

LAKE ERIE COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE
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Just a Thought

Know your stuff.

By: Katie Chriest

e live next door to the only
blighted property in our area.
It used to be just a neglected

property; but it turned decisively to-
ward blighted when the contents of
one of its two collapsed outbuildings
were strewn about the backyard by a
dubiously-hired day laborer this sum-
mer, who never completed the job of
junk removal.

So for months, the view out a few of
our windows has been of the weath-
er-beaten detritus of a hoarder’s life.
Lawn jockey. Deer sculpture. Gazing
ball. Lantern. Rusty chairs. Decrepit
planters. Just-in-case building materi-
als. Broken tools, shovels, hoses. Check,
check, check.

Suffice it to say, then, we were quite
surprised recently when two dump-
sters and a backhoe appeared at the
property.

On Black Friday, of all days, removal
started in earnest. One man drove the
backhoe while two others, ignoring the
rain, picked by hand through the re-
mains of the building nearest us, toss-
ing salvageable materials into one pile,
and trash into another.

You can probably guess which pile
grew larger, by the end.

I made some tea and stood by the win-
dow at the top of our stairs. This was
good entertainment, by my standards:
part historical documentary, part psy-
chological drama, part comedy. And no
pesky ads interrupted the program.

Rather than shout over the back-
hoe’s engine noise, the two men sorting
through the debris acted out charades
for each other, with sweeping gestures
aggrandized by layers of outerwear. So
I could plainly see their reactions as
they shared what theyd found. They'd
alternate between showing perplex-
ity with exaggerated head shaking
and showing hilarity with uproarious
laughter. Mostly, though, they just
plowed diligently through the accu-
mulated stuff of a lifetime, and the
lifetimes of the homeowner’s parents,
before him.

Collected, then cared for, then corrod-
ed. All of it.

Of course, the fact that all of this took
place on Black Friday endowed it with a
certain significance it might otherwise
not have earned. Millions of Americans
were compelled to be out there at that
very moment, buying, buying, buying.
Elbowing each other for “doorbusters,”
seeking the “unbelievable” savings
promised by circulars, clutching cou-
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Still life with stuff. Another outbuilding on
the property next door, before its contents
were relegated to a third enormous
dumpster.

pons for even “deeper” discounts.

All to acquire stuff that would one
day end up in landfills, just like the
“goods” being carted off next door.
Thrown away — whatever “away” is sup-
posed to mean.

Watching the next-door scene, I was
reminded of Annie Leonard's 2007 on-
line documentary The Story of Stuff.
Leonard talks about the entrapment of
consumer culture; how were ensnared
under the guise of being entertained,
as what we watch reminds us of all we
lack. Eventually, she says, “we'e on this
crazy work-watch-spend treadmill, and
we could just stop.”

Just stop.

This isn't a popular notion, in a coun-
try where national wellness is mea-
sured by national sell-ness.

But even at “Giftmas,” as one store
calls it, it's worth picturing the dump-
ster a few decades down the road

The fact that this junk
removal took place on Black
Friday endowed it with a
certain significance it might
otherwise not have earned.
Millions of Americans were
compelled to be out there at
that very moment, buying,
buying, buying. All to acquire
stuff that would one day
end up in landfills, just like
the “goods” being carted off
next door. Thrown away —
whatever “away” is supposed
to mean.

where much of the stuff bought — and
gifts given — will inevitably end up.

If we dared to embrace a radical shift
in how we view presents, we might rec-
ognize that what we really want from
each other is presence.

Katie Chriest can be contacted
at katie@ErieReader.com.
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TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

* Beautiful country setting
* Located in Fairview PA
* Rent is $685 plus gas
& Electric
* 2 Bedroom
* 1 Bath
* Laundry facilities on site
* Off street parking
* 24 Hour emergency
maintenance
* No pets permitted

Call our office today

814-474-5778
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Learn over 70 languages
www.erielibrary.org/research-services
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Harrisburg Happenings
Expressing gratitude and looking ahead

By: Senator Sean Wiley

his final Harrisburg Happenings
is bittersweet.

In respect to the democratic
process, the people have spoken. Our
electorate has chosen new leadership
not only at the national level, but also
in the 49th Senatorial District, as a
wave of change washes over our coun-
try.

Itold the media on election night that
my SUCCESSOI'S SUCCeSSes are our suc-
cesses. I wholeheartedly meant that,
and still do. We move forward together
to support ongoing efforts, as collabo-
ration has been and will continue to be
the key to this region’s enduring pros-
perity and sustainability.

I've always felt that relational syn-
ergy is something that can't quite be
quantified, but is imperative for prog-
ress — one of those things that you
simply feel. It is now incumbent upon
us all to channel our synergy, working
across obvious boundaries to find the
greater good. I still believe it is there to
be found.

Please accept my humble gratitude
for the ability to serve this communi-
ty as your Senator for these last four
years. Other than becoming a father, it
has been the honor of my life. This role
has afforded us countless opportuni-
ties to meet so many amazing people
and play a small role in helping them
—that is what we will miss the most.

In “Harrisburg Happenings,” I've of-
ten cited President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy, as I feel he is one of the great-
est Americans in history. President

RON HARPER JR.

Kennedy once said, “As we express our
gratitude, we must never forget that
the highest appreciation is not to utter
words, but to live by them.”

What happens in our state Capitol
has more impact on your daily life than
any presidential election ever could.
The 203 members of the Pennsylvania
General Assembly make decisions ev-
ery single day that have direct bearing
on the 12.5 million citizens across our
Commonwealth.

Those decisions need to be informed
and representative of the populace

What happens in our state
Capitol has more impact
on your daily life than any
presidential election ever
could.

served by each member, and that is
where you play a major role by mak-
ing your views known and your voice
heard. It shouldn't just be during an
election year that you share your
thoughts on issues, and your stance
need not be dictated by your party
affiliation. After all, those whom you
elect are indeed chosen to embody the
fight for your best interests and shared
community well-being.

So as I sign off, be sure to continue to
watch intently what is happening in
Harrisburg - I know I will.

Senator Sean Wiley served the
49th District from 2012-2016.
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The Spa at LECOM is offering holiday specials as the perfect gift for those on your
list this season! This can also be a stressful time of year, so take advantage of the
savings for yourself too! Visit The Spa at LECOM to purchase your gift or reserve

your appointment by calling 814-868-2130.

CANDY CANE BODY SCRUB $65

True indulgence, this 60-minute spa experience begins with a peppermint infused
massaged followed by a body scrub. This nourishing, exfoliating treatment hydrates
and smooths your skin. Enjoy a peppermint tea after your service!

SILVER BELLS $105

This spa package includes a 30-minute Swedish massage, a spa signature facial,
and a spa manicure.

HOLIDAY BLISS $165

Add a little more by upgrading to the Holiday Bliss package. It includes a 60-minute
Swedish massage, a spa signature facial, a spa manicure, and a spa pedicure.

CREATE YOUR OWN SPA PACKAGE

Select any three individual services and receive 10% OFF your package!

Call 814.868.2130 or visit
LECOMWELLNESS.com

Offers Expire 12/31/16.
Cannot be applied to any other offer.
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PANACHE

salonespa
GIFT CARD

Instant Gift Cards available at
panacheerie.com
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BUY LOCAL

#ShopErie

HELP SUPPORT ERIE SMALL BUSINESS
SHOP DOWNTOWN TODAY

{@?ﬁ@} Visit ErleDowntown.com/shop-downtown
erie < for participating #ShopErie locations.

BT -E

¢ Criminal
e DUI
e Divorce
e Custody
e Personal Injury

814-833-2020
4318 W. Ridge Road
Erie, PA 16506

“For All Your Small Business & Personal Printing Needs”

www.presqueisleprinting.com  § @GoAskAlice08
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Remembering Imam Hussein
Annual walk takes place in Erie

By: Maitham Basha-Agha

ecently more than 300
RShia-Muslims of Erie turned

out to march in remembrance
of the Prophet Mohammed’s grand-
son, Imam Hussein, also known as
Arbaeen. This is an annual pilgrim-
age undertaken by all Shia-Muslims
around the world. The Shia-Muslims
believe Imam Hussein travelled from
Saudi Arabia to Najaf, Irag, where he
was murdered attempting to save the
Shia sector of Islam.

Local marchers started the walk
dressed in all black clothes and shout-
ed, “We Want Peace,” or “Imam Hus-
sein we are with you.” Children as
young as five years of age and men as
old as 80 joined this once-a-year walk.
The walk was led by an Iragi-born
and Pittsburgh resident clergy, Sayed

Muntadahr Al-Jabery.

“Today was a march of peace that
symbolizes the revolution against ty-
rants and oppressors,” he said. “This
march of peace is a response to the
Imam Hussein's call 1,377 years ago to
stand up against injustice and oppres-
sion.”

The marchers proceeded from Sixth
and Liberty streets to Perry Square;
then to the Islamic Cultural Center of
Erie at 25th and Parade streets, where
they stood outside the mosque to re-
cite poems about Imam Hussein.

Some non-Muslim individuals in the
Erie area also joined the annual event.
They participated in the walk to sup-
port the Muslim community and to
explore the diversity of Erie.

Sarah Everett, from the Community
Art House, one of the non-Muslims

Marchers proceed through Perry Square,
gathering to honor the pilgrimage of
Arbaeen.

who participated in the walk, said, “I
learned that there are alot of Muslims
in Erie. I didn't know that until today.
They are so peaceful. We as Ameri-
cans want to let the Muslim commu-
nities know they are welcome here.”

Black banners with Arabic quotes
from Imam Hussein stood out
throughout the five-mile walk. They
were waved in the air, and many took
turns holding them. The Muslim com-
munity also carried the American flag
as well as a sign saying, “TERRORISM
HAS NO RELIGION.”

Maitham Basha-Agha can
be contacted at Maitham@
eriereader.com.
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MAITHAM BASHA-AGHA

Chic, Sleek &

Instantly Slimming

Sizes 0-22W
Lengths 26-33

Available in a variety of
different fits, colors and styles!

Also available by Tribal, Renuar,
Slim - sation & Joseph Ribkoff

* Some sizes & colors available by special order
ﬂ
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/ In the Colony Plaza
2636 West 8th St.
Erie, PA 16505
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DANCE

CONSERVATORY
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* Ballet * Acro

* Tap * Pointe

° Jazz * Tiny Tots
* Modern e Tiny Taps

* Hip Hop T|ny Tumblers

o Limited Class Sizes [ " BOYS ARE.

* Safe Dance Floors FRE E
* Professional Faculty \§
* No Registration Fee
® Many Performance Opportunities

Call today to reserve your space and to
take advantage of our FREE trial classes!

8)4¥247/65/172:3

www.eriedanceconservatory.org
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Why I Traveled to Standing Rock

An account from the front lines of the North Dakota protest

By: Corbin Fowler

hen I first heard about con-
struction of the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline, it was mostly

through friends sharing articles and
livestream videos on Facebook. I re-
member seeing a picture of protestors
confronted by an array of armored
tanks and riot police, and a picture
of a Native American man who had
been shot in the face and was bleed-
ing profusely from a rubber bullet.
All because these people want their
rights to be honored, and their wa-
ter — which is sacred above all - to be
protected from what is known as the
Black Snake of American corporatism
and oil-drenched greed.

Anybody who is familiar with the
real history of racism and slavery in
the United States of America is aware
of the long record of genocide, mis-
treatment, and general dehumaniza-
tion of the Native American people,
who were the first Americans, and

who have suffered the longest under
the inextricably cruel “invisible hand
of the market.” We have so much to
learn from them — and yet here we are,
in the first quarter of the 21st century;,
still treating them with the same to-
tal disregard for basic human dignity
as we did back when we thought that
the earth was flat and the edge of the
world's oceans were marked by the
presence of giant sea monsters.

The fact is, the environment has
been suffering from our abuses for
as long as the Native Americans have,
and we are now living in an age of
rapid and unsustainable growth. All
because of greed: the greed of oil com-
panies and a handful of extremely
rich people (who don't pay their taxes
and take huge subsidies from the gov-
ernment, yet villainize poor people
on welfare). Decades of environmen-
tal abuse, neglect, and unsustainable
growth are, naturally, catching up to
us. We are all now beginning to suffer

those consequences, even at the ex-
pense of wealthy politicians and the
corporations they lie in beds with. It is
not just the Sioux tribes of the Stand-
ing Rock Reservation that face the

(top) Protesters at Standing Rock huddle
as police deploy water cannons on Sunday,
Nov. 20. (opposite) Pipeline protesters
stand off against police near the Standing
Rock Reservation in North Dakota on
Sunday, Nov. 20.

POTTERY GALLERY & STUDIO

This Holiday, give gifts that
are handmade and LOCAL.

FORTIS has the programs to guide you toward a rewarding career.
In addition to Cosmetology, program offerings also include:

i dah fl‘ 1!'. L7 A AN
FORTIS INSTITUTE » 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates. ABHES Accredited. For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.
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FORTIS.EDU

Nursing ® Medical/Dental e Skilled Trades

Business ® Criminal Justice

D
FORTIS

IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

When

medicine meets
'a:za;rttd ::.(ﬁ'{rr 't'I\L:-w S
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Join Our Medical Weight Loss Program
Call 814.480.8170

to book your free information session.

Offer expires 2/28/17

1337 WEST 6TH STREET | ERIE, PA 16505 | 814.480.8170 | REJUVERIE.COM
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venomous bite of the Black Snake - it
is all of us, at some point or another,
sooner or later.

Understanding the symbiotic rela-
tionship that joins us all, I realized I
had enough money saved and time
off from my job to donate that money
and pay for the gas to get to Stand-
ing Rock. I decided, after talking to
friends, mentors, and family through-
out October, that I was meant to go
out there and do my part, whatever
that was.

I met many wonderful people during
my stay, and the sense of spirit and
community was unlike anything I had
ever witnessed or been part of before.

I did not witness one single
act of violence from one
single protester — and
certainly nothing that
warranted the use of such
violent treatment at the
hands of police dressed for
war.

Strangers became like family. People
of all different backgrounds, ages,
walks of life, and beliefs came togeth-
er to work and support one another.
As it turned out, my purpose was
to stand with the Water Protectors
during the Sunday, Nov. 20 protests
which have now gone viral on social
media due to the use of water can-
nons, tear gas, concussion grenades,
and rubber bullets against protesters.
I was there, on the front lines. I saw
firsthand the use of water cannons
against protesters long before any
fires were lit. I choked on tear gas as
hundreds of people around me chant-
ed “water is life.” I witnessed people

December 7, 2016

being shot in the faces and hands by
rubber bullets. And I watched as med-
ic trucks on the bridge were targeted
while trying to safely remove those
who were wounded, and who were
suffering hypothermia from the pro-
longed use of cold water cannons in
the freezing North Dakota night.

I did not witness one single act of vi-
olence from one single protester — and
certainly nothing that warranted the
use of such violent treatment at the
hands of police dressed for war.

I traveled there so that I could share
my story, and testify that the state-
ments released by the Morton County
Sheriff's Department to the media are
blatant lies. I survived so that I could
witness the truth and bring it home.
I was prepared to get shot that night,
if that's what it would have taken to
convince people to wake up and do
something about this. It could have
been me that night who lost my hand
to a concussion grenade, forever los-
ing my ability to play a guitar. But I
went to Standing Rock and came back
to tell you — whoever is reading this
— that this is real, and this is coming,
and this does affect us all.

Mni Wiconi. Water is life.

On Dec. 4, the Army Corps of
Engineers announced that they will
not grant the permit for the Dakota
Access Pipeline to be drilled under
Lake Oahe on the Missouri River. The
historic victory has been celebrated
by many, but with the understanding
that water protectors and supporters
of indigenous rights must ‘remain
vigilant” moving forward.

Corbin Fowler is a local activist,
musician, and recent graduate

of Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania. He can be reached at
thebigcorbowskioz@gmail.com.
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It only takes a few hours a week to
make a difference in the life of a child.

Sign up today at 866-4566

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Family Services of NW PA

Family,,,.
Services

Paid for with Pennsylvania taxpayer dollars.
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117 w 8th st.
(814)-520-B163

T-SHIRTS. HOODIES. JACKETS. POLOS. HATS

-PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
~VINYL TRANSFERS
-VINUL STICKERS
-SILK SCREENING
-GARMENT PRINTING
-TEAM UNIFORMS
-HEAT TRANSFERS

* -EMBROIDERY

Don't trade in your car & U FRAME IT
we pay more theposterannex
IScs iest Uniguis
FrEnaine (& —lll._l v
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Walnut Cre
Auto Sales <

6345 W. Ridge Rd. Erie, PA 16506
Call Bryan Barnes
(814) 323-1544

T31 W 8th St @L]berty Ene PA
814-456-1313 www.ufipax.com

- USDA inspected S Niclel s

- No by-products I Plate
Human grade protein -, Mills

- No artificial ingredients pe—

- Grain free or whole grain only

- No fillers

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

www.nickelplatemills.net 0 Like us on facebook

OFF

Min. $50 purchase of any reg. priced item. Not valid with any other offers or
specials. Expires 12/21/2016

Runmng & Walkmg
SPECIALTIES

@ 2309 W 12th Street Erie,
PA 16505

€ 814-871-6320
() www.achillesrunning.us

Our free gait analysis will help you find the shoe that's right for you!

the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
Running & Walking Shoes e Apparel ® Accessories
We actually fit you for shoes!
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SHOP FOR THE WOMEN
IN YOUR LIFE

MEN'S NIGHI'i' HOLIDAY
SHOPPING
INDOWNTOWN EDINBORO

- OPEN LATE TILL 8 P.M.
- FREE GIFT WRAPPING
- EXPERT HELP ON GIFTS

EARTHSHINE COMPANY
118 MEADVILLE ST.
DOWNTOWN EDINBORO
814.734.5858

Happy Holidays!

Tired of your contacts or
glasses? Schedule a free
LASIK consultation and save
10% off your custom,
blade-free procedure. Use
your flex spending or health
savings account.
Financing available.

7\ LASER EYE

\&Q) surGerY
OF ERIE
814.455.7591
www.erielasereye.com

NOT GUARANTEED. THIS PROCEDURE MAY
NOT BE SUITABLE FOR ALL PATIENTS.
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ERIE
2570 W. 26th St.
Erie, PA 16506
814-835-4351
FAIRVIEW
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Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5508

?'__4;1:,455

FAIRVIEW
4230 Franklin Rd.
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5277
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ERIE
2650 W. 26th St.
Erie, PA 16506
814-833-7300
FAIRVIEW
7687 W. Ridge Rd.
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-3260

— Bonnell’s
ROD SHOP

FAIRVIEW
8000A Middle Rd.
Fairview, PA 16415

814-474-2400
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News of the Weird

Bogus baking soda and pessimistic pigs

By: Chuck Shepherd

Even Baking Soda Is Dangerous

Imost all law enforcement agencies

in America use the Scott Reagent
field test when they discover powder
that looks like cocaine, but the several
agencies that have actually conducted
tests for "false positives" say they hap-
pen up to half the time. In October, the
latest victims (husband-and-wife truck
drivers with spotless records and Pen-
tagon clearances) were finally released
after 75 days in jail awaiting trial for
baking soda that tested "positive" three
times by Arkansas troopers (but, even-
tually, "negative" by a state crime lab).
(Why do police love the test? It costs
$2.) The truck drivers had to struggle to
get their truck back and are still fight-
ing to be re-cleared to drive military
explosives. [KUTV (Salt Lake City), 10-
31-2016]

Unclear on the Concept

ctivists told Vice Media in Novem-

ber that 100,000 people world-
wide identify as "ecosexuals," ranging
from those who campaign for "sus-
tainable"™-ingredient sex toys to those
who claim to have intercourse with
trees (but sanding the bark for com-
fort might provoke concern about
being "abusive"). A University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas professor studies the
phenomenon and knows, for example,
of humans who "marry" the Earth or
prefer sex while rolling in potting soil
or under a waterfall. On one "arbor-
philia" support blog, a female poster re-
gretted her choice to have "convenient"
sex with the sycamore outside her
bedroom window instead of the stur-

dy redwood she actually covets. (Yes,
some "mainstream" environmentalists
somehow are not completely support-
ive.) [Vice Media, 11-2-2016] [Inverse.com,
4-22-2016]

The Continuing Crisis

f You See Something, Say Some-

thing: Ricky Berry and his room-
mate walked in to a CVS store in Rich-
mond, Virginia, in November to ask if
it carried sliced cheese but were told
no. Minutes later, all the employees
walked to the back of the store, hid in a
locked room, and called the police. Ber-
ry and pal, and a third customer (with
a toothache and desperately needing
Orajel), were bewildered by the empty
store until a Richmond police officer
arrived. After observing that the three
customers appeared nonthreatening,
he mused along with Berry that "this is
how weird, apocalyptic movies start."
WRIC-TV reported later that the em-
ployee who panicked and called police
will "possibly" need retraining. [WRIC-
TV, 11-23-2016]

roundbreaking Legal Work: In Oc-

tober, a court in Australia's Victoria
state began considering an appeal on
whether three deaf people might be
too intellectually challenged to have
planned a murder. The prosecutor of-
fered surveillance video of the three in
a lobby planning the murder's details
via sign language as they waited for an
elevator to take them up to the eventu-
al crime scene. [The Age (Melbourne),
10-4-2016]

Pigs are such complex animals that
scientists are studying how to tell
the "optimists" from the "pessimists."

British researchers writing in a recent
Biology Letters described how "proac-
tive" porkers differed from "reactive"
ones, and, as with humans, how their
particular mood at that time distin-
guished them as "glass half full" rather
than "glass half empty." (Unaddressed,
of course, was specifically whether
some pigs were actually "optimistic"
that the chute at the slaughterhouse
might lead to a pleasant outcome.) [Los
Angeles Times, 11-15-2016]

Questionable Judgments

he Schlitterbahn Waterpark in Kan-

sas City, Kansas, got the message in
November and shut down its "world's
tallest waterslide" (17 stories; riders
reaching speeds of 60 mph) after the
neck-injury death of a 10-year-old rider
in August. But comparably altitude-ob-
sessed architects in Tokyo said in No-
vember that they were moving ahead
with proposals for "Next Tokyo 2045"
to include a one-mile-high residential
complex (twice as tall as the currently
highest skyscraper). A spokesperson
for principal architects Kohn Peders-
en Fox said he realizes that coastal To-
kyo, currently in earthquake, typhoon
and tsunami zones, would present a
climate-change challenge (and espe-
cially since the building would be on
land once reclaimed from Tokyo Bay).
[Washington Post, 11-23-2016] [CNN, 11-
16-2016]

Ironies

an Diego police officer Christine

Garcia, who identifies as transgen-
der, was turned away in November as
she attempted to enter the Transgen-
der Day of Remembrance at the city's
LGBT Community Center because or-
ganizers thought the sight of a police
uniform might upset some people.
(Garcia herself was one of the event's
organizers.) (2) Chick Magnet: Gary

Zerola was arraigned in Boston in No-
vember on two counts of rape. He is a
defense lawyer, former prosecutor, one-
time "Most Eligible Bachelor" winner,
and was a finalist in the first season of
ABC-TV's "The Bachelor." He was also
accused of two counts of rape in 2006
(but acquitted at trial) and another in
2007 (but the charge was dropped). [Los
Angeles Times, 11-23-2016] [Boston Her-
ald, 11-23-2016]

Perspective

t was only a quarter-million-dollar

grant by the National Institutes of
Health, but what it bought, according
to budget scrutiny by The Washington
Free Beacon in November, was the de-
velopment of a multiplayer computer
game (inevitably competing for atten-
tion in an overstuffed commercial mar-
ket) hoping to teach good reproductive
health habits. "Caduceus Quest" em-
ploys role-playing as "doctors, policy-
makers, researchers, youth advocates"
and others to "solve medical mysteries
and epidemiologic crises." The target,
according to the University of Chica-
go grant proposal, is African-American
and Latino teenagers around Chicago.
[Washington Free Beacon, 11-19-2016]

How to Tell If You're Too Drunk

On Now. 16, Richard Rusin, 34, was
charged with DUI in St. Charles,
llinois, after he drove off of a street,
going airborne, hitting close to the
top of one house, rebounding off of
another, uprooting a tree (sending it
onto a roof), and knocking out electric-
ity to the neighborhood when the car
clipped a utility pole guide wire and his
car landed upside down in a driveway.
He was hospitalized. [Patch.com (Gene-
va, I11.), 11-16-2016]

llen Johnson Sr, of Meriden,
Connecticut, was driving a trac-
tor-trailer up Interstate 89 near Wil-

LN ENTRANCE
\LET PARKING

Meet the Lee Family:
owners of the last
taxable property in

the City of Erie.
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NEED MORE HUSTLE
IN YOUR BUSTLE?

LET MO TIVATION BE YOUR
PERSONAL LIFTER-UPPER.

Your goal to live a healthier, more active
life was set by you, not anyone else —

but that doesn’t mean you're in it alone,

either. Find Mo Tivation and a great
deal at the Y when you and your BFF

join and save 20%.
FIND o X%

~TIVATION

AT THEY

the
YMCA OF GREATER ERIE

&
N www.ybuddyforfitness.org

Come check out our new group exercise studio on
the first floor. Call 814-452-3261 or stop in!

SECOND EAND ROSE

CONSIGNMENTS

3911 26TH ST. ERIE, TA
814-453-30¢1

ROURS:
el

jewelry « gifts - home décor

3835 West 12th Street
Erie, PA 16505
(814) 836-1827

www.relishinc.com

Sat
-3
MOVING & ESTATE SALES

Start hotiday vhepping at
%ymm

Consignment "2

Furnifure « Decon o Jomelry

www.claudinesconsignment.com

THE ART OF

2208 West 8th Street
Erie, PA 16505 GIFTING
(814) 520-8055
Hours:
Mon-Fri: 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-5pm

SHOP LOCAL - SHOP SMALL
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liston, Vermont on Nov. 2 at 63 mph,
when, said state police, he apparently
tried to stand up in the cab in order to
change pants (enabling the rig to roll
over). Johnson registered .209 blood-al-
cohol; it was 9:30 a.m. [WVIT-TV (West
Hartford), 11-3-2016]

Least Competent Criminals

ecurring Themes: (1) Gwinnett,

Georgia, police know exactly who
they like for the Nov. 3 armed robbery
of an Exxon convenience store: Mr.
Quaris Holland, 29. That's because the
manager told police Holland had been
coming by as a customer "every single
day" for "six months." He's still at large.
(2) I Have a Gub (sic): The FBI was of-
fering a reward for tips on their suspect
in heists at four Boston-area banks in
November. Though the man has eluded
them so far, at least one issue plagues
him: Each of his holdup notes announc-
es that thisis a "robery." [Gwinnett Dai-
ly Post, 11-17-2016] [KYW-TV (Philadel-
phia), 11-18-2016]

The Passing Parade

imon Berry, 24, of the English vil-

lage of Bray, was recently acknowl-
edged by the Guinness Book people
for his bungee drop of 246 feet to pre-
cision-dunk a biscuit into a cup of tea.
(2) A sign posted recently (apparently
without fanfare) at the Castle House

Inn hostel in Stockholm, Sweden,
warns visitors: "It is a criminal offense
to smoke or wank on these premises."
("Wank" is British slang for self-plea-
suring.) The sign contains the familiar
"not permitted" circle over a crossed-
out item but just the cigarette. [BBC
News, 11-17-2016] [The Local (Stock-
holm), 11-4-2016]

A News of the Weird Classic
(Eebruary 2013)

liche Come to Life: The Kerry, Ire-

land, county council voted in Jan-
uary (2013) to let some people drive
drunk. The councillors reasoned that
in the county's isolated regions, some
seniors live alone and need the cama-
raderie of the pub but fear a DUI ar-
rest on the way home. The councillors
thus empowered police to issue DUI
permits to those drivers. Besides, they
reasoned, the area is so sparsely popu-
lated that some drivers never encoun-
ter anyone else on the road at night.
(Coincidentally or not "several" of the
five councillors voting "yea" own pubs.)
[BBC News, 1-22-2013]

hanks This Week to Norah Satre
and Gaal Crowl, and to the News of
the Weird Board of Editorial Advisors.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CHUCK SHEPHERD

CRUDE AWAKENING

LI'™M REPORTING LIVE FROM THE
STANDING RoOCK PIPELINE PROTEST
WITH A SI1o0UX LEAPER.

AND WHY Do You CARE SO MUCH
ABOUT ANCIENT BURIAL GROUNDS ?
__rl"‘"‘

IT'S LIKE, HELLD 7
AREN'T THOSE PEOPLE
ALREABY DEAD ?

You KMow THE LUXURY PICKUPS
DRIVEN BY AMERICA'S SUBURBAN
DADS AREN'T GOING To FUEL
THEMSELVES, RIGHT ?

WHY Do You HATE FUN?
]

sRrosan™
ALSS, TOU'LL
WANT To Avoil
THE KTTACK DOGS.

© 2016 Jen Sorensen www. jensorensen.com Twitter: @JenSorensen
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e With Your CITGO Cash Card
8. . COUNTRY FAIR

IS TODAY THE DAY

YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGHER?

If you have the spark, we have the programs to guide you toward a
rewarding career. FORTIS offers programs in the following areas:

Nursing ® Medical/Dental ¢ Skilled Trades
Business ¢ Crlmmal Justice

895.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU FOR Tls

‘ IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

FORTIS INSTITUTE » 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates. For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.
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Stop cyber-attacks before
they reach your network.

All networks have vulnerabilities. The question is, do you have them all protected?

Velocity Network can protect your business’s mission critical data by implementing hardware
and software solutions designed to protect against network flooding viruses and malware. We
will identify outdated hardware and software that can be used to exploit your network as well
as provide a backup solution that ensures that your data is safe from malicious attacks.

\ARE

velocity network

Network Security is our business. Contact us today.

(814) 833-9111 // www.velocitynetwork.net
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A Shot in the Dark

A wildlife photographer captures Presque Isle State Park at dawn.

By: Marnie Mead

into the first parking lot at Presque

Isle State Park on what will even-
tually dawn as an overcast and rainy
Wednesday. He's got a cup of coffee in
his new Honda CRV - recently replac-
ing an old Caddy with about 200,000
miles on it — and is dressed in a camou-
flage jacket and pants. This is where I
meet him at 6 a.m., before we begin his
route around the park capturing the
moon, stars, and wildlife native to the
3,112-acre natural peninsula.

Normally the passenger seat serves
as resting place for his Canon, which
on a good day will capture 1,000 imag-
es. The moon was full the night before,
and the stars are now hidden behind
the clouds, so there won't be any of
Zeller's magical morning posts to his
1,300 Facebook followers. We pause at
the second parking lot, facing the lights
of the city of Erie, and Zeller reaches
for the camera and uses the industrial

I t is still dark when Dean Zeller pulls

skyline to adjust the focus.

“You can take pictures in the dark that
look like they were taken in the day,” he
says. “I like the way the colors come out
in the dark.”

Self-taught photographer

Dean Zeller, 64, is a self-taught pho-
tographer who captures Presque
Isle for his Facebook page every day.
He grew up at Fourth and Maryland
streets, and spent a lot of summers at
the Erie Yacht Club, where he learned
to sail. He is a lifelong fisherman, now
practicing catch and release, and car-
ries his poles in the backseat of the car.

“I was a big fisherman all of my life. I
started taking my camera with me,” he
says. ‘I always went out early and start-
ing taking pictures at sunrise.”

His first photographs were made us-
ing disposable cameras, which had to
be taken to a photo developing center
to be printed before he could see what
was captured. He later moved into a
digital camera, teaching himself about
shutter speeds and aperture via You-

MARNIE MEAD

(left) Dean Zeller scouts for birds on Long
Pond Trail at Presque Isle State Park.
(bottom) A welcome and familiar face

to Zeller, “Bandit” the raccoon peeks his
head between tree branches at Presque
Isle State Park.

Tube.

“I'wanted to take pictures of the moon
with fireworks,” he explains. He needed
a tripod and remote to do that, to con-
trol the shutter speed. By now, he has
watched 1,000 videos. “The more you do
something, the more you learn.”

After retiring from Roth Cadillac,
Zeller began his solitary treks to Pr-
esque Isle in the morning. About four
years ago, he started using Facebook to
share what he saw. Each sunrise that
bursts forth with reds and golds is no
longer a vision seen only by the early
risers among the county’s residents.
The most inspirational of his photos -
often associated with a birthday mes-
sage - are posted after he leaves the
park each day around 10 a.m. He also
maintains a website, deanzellerpho-
tography.com, where his photos are for
sale.

Even in the worst weather, Zeller will
be out cruising the 13 miles of paved
road and 21 miles of trails. “Sometimes
when the weather is bad, you might get
really good photos ... of people surfing,
of waves crashing against the light-
house. You never know what to expect
over the lake.”

As magical as the sunrises are, his fol-
lowers have come to expect updates on
the wildlife that make their homes at
the park.

On this morning, were not seeing
much wildlife, in part because it is
duck-hunting season. Every now and
again shotgun blasts ring out. It's a bit
unnerving to be traveling the park’s
trails, staring at strings of duck decoys
and knowing that behind the nearby
blind is a hunter with a loaded gun.
Indeed, Zeller reports that he has been
sprayed by stray shot.

‘I'm against hunting out here,” he
adds. “It should be a sanctuary.”

We pull off the side of the road and
walk with camera and tripod along
Long Pond Trail, which is carpeted with
fallen leaves. The rain hasn't started
yet, so our steps are being announced
to any creature resting after an evening
of hunting.

Suddenly, a large brown bird the size
of a football rises from a treetop and
flaps away. Zeller explains that weve
just scared off a great horned owl
Clearly this wouldn't have happened
if the photographer had been alone.
We make our way to the pond, which is
among his favorites. A few blue herons
and some gulls are all that we see on
this morning.

Scouting for subjects

We head back to the car and contin-
ue along the route, eventually turning
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DEAN ZELLER

DEAN ZELLER

STUDENT LOAN ISSUES? NEED A CAR?
LET US HELP YOU TODAY!

past the outermost point and back
along the Lake Erie side. Zeller is
scouting for his friend, Pat the coyote.
He refers to several animals that he
sees frequently as friends, including
Mikey the American mink and Bandit
the raccoon. His relationship with the
animals sparks online conversations
about his familiarity with them, but
Zeller is quick to note that he does not
feed these animals nor treat them as
anything but the wild animals they
are. They become as familiar with his
daily movements at the park as he does
with theirs.

Zeller has been following, or has been
followed by, Pat for three years. ‘At
first, I would scare him and he would
run away,” he says. “After a while, he
became more accustomed to me. One
time, I hiked to take a picture of a tree
I liked. It was 5 a.m., winter, and I was
taking pictures of stars by this tree. As
I walked by my car, I felt a presence.
It was Pat. I started talking to him.

He walked back to the car with me. I
guess it was a building point in our re-
lationship. He knew I was not a threat.
I would not chase him or go after him.
After that, every time I saw him, he
would walk up to me. I would sit down
and he would sit down.”

It has been a couple of weeks since
Zeller has seen Pat, and he's worried.
His last photos of the coyote showed a
healthy young male whose winter coat
had comein. Thisisn't the first time the
coyote has disappeared, but Zeller is
concerned he has died - a victim of the
parasites that can inflict wild animals.
Perhaps, he speculates optimistically,
the duck hunting altered the coyote’s
habits.

“I can't tell you what it is like to be
around a wild animal like that and
have it comfortable enough [to not run
away],” he says.

We move on in search of snowy owls,
which can be spotted along the break-
waters and beaches starting in No-

DEAN ZELLER

SEsueraiaooil Y] & £

5615 Peach St, Erie, PA 16506 - (814) 868-3656
www.superiortoyotapa.com
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vember. The wind has picked up and
now the rain has started. A scan of the
beach reveals no owls.

A few minutes later we pull up to Fox
Trail, where Zeller gets out of the car to
walk under what's left of the canopy on
a tree where owls nested this year. The
owls are long gone, and he wonders if
they will return in 2017. The nesting
tree was close to the trail, and, at times,
small crowds gathered to gawk at the
owlets.

Further searches for Bandit and
Mikey have similar results. The crea-
tures of the park have taken shelter
from the weather. We soon do the same.

Zeller typically wraps up his morning
around 9:30 or 10 a.m., and then heads
to visit his 91-year-old mother. After
that, he has lunch with his wife, Susan,
and then posts his pictures.

(facing page) One of Zeller's favorite
subjects, “Pat” the coyote relaxes in the
sands of Presque Isle State Park. The light
of dawn breaks, coloring the morning sky as
surfer Robert Jung stands among breaking
waves at the Erie Harbor North Pierhead
Lighthouse. (top) Boats line up to compete
inthe Erie Yacht Club’s Sept. 25 race. (below)
Afox and its cub look on as Zeller snaps
their photo.

“One of the reasons I do what I do is
for people who can't get out and ex-
perience our park,” he explains. “I am
out every day walking in nature. And,
to top it all off, I've got all these people
with me. It brings so much joy to other
people.”

Marnie Mead can be contacted
at marnie@marniemeadmedia.
com and you can follow her

on Twitter @makeiterie.
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Have Yourself a Very Erie Christmas
Keeping it local this holiday season

By: Nick Warren

y now, you probably know how
Bimportant it is to “shop small.” A

successful small business com-
munity is the keystone to a burgeon-
ing local economy. While online giants
and big box stores gobble up the lion's
share of profits, it's easy to forget about
some of the great gifts available right
here in town. By buying locally, you can
literally put money in your neighbor's
pocket (note: always check with your
neighbors to make sure this is okay with
them first).

Here's a way to think of it: Christmas
is about giving, right? Why not double
your giving by spending your hard-
earned money locally. That way, you're
giving twice. And that's giving a hoot.

Here are a few made in Erie gift sug-
gestions to keep Santa’s local workshop
open.

RECAP MASON JARS

Repurpose a household item for doz-
ens of creative uses with ReCAP.
Founded by Erie native Karen Rzepecki
in 2011, ReCAP designs and manufac-
tures unique attachments that fit Ma-
son jars. That might not sound like the
most exciting thing at first, but they've
really made it into an art. These inno-
vative lids will inspire creativity among
hard-to-shop-for parents and college
students, alike. The much-loved jar now
has a million uses in the kitchen and
around the home. ReCAP offers a new
fermenter attachment that helps you
pickle vegetables and even brew beer.
Go for the full effect with “The Art of
Aperitivo” gift set, which has everything

you need to host your own Italian hap-
py hour. For the younger crowd, kits let
kids turn jars into bug catchers (com-
plete with storybook written by Mary
Arete Moodey).

Price range: low to medium

Where to get it: online at
masonjars.com, and at various
retail locations around Erie
(masonjars.com/find-a-store/)

IRON EMPIRE CLOTHING

Having recently moved to a larger
storefront downtown, founders
Jamie and RJ Messenger are expand-
ing their empire. The couple started
Iron Empire as a small side business,
but then a few of their t-shirt designs
caught on like wildfire. Fast forward a

Here are a few made in Erie gift
suggestions to keep Santa’s
local workshop open.

few years, and you're now able to dress
yourself from ankles to skull in their
eye-catching designs. Their logo is icon-
ic and immediately recognizable (imag-
ine a Wi-Fi icon after the Incredible
Hulk bent it like steel bars). The com-
pany sponsors many athletes, while the
brand champions strength of spirit as
well as strength of body. Tough, inde-
pendent phrases adorn shirts, hoodies,
beanies, and sweatpants — all perfect
for workouts or winter.

Price range: low to medium

Where to get it: online at
ironempireclothing.com
or at 169 W. 14th St.

CHOCOLATES, COOKIES, AND
ALL MANNER OF SWEETS

hen it's time to stuff that Christ-

mas stocking, do it right. What
native Erieite wouldn't delight in a nice
bag of sponge candy on Christmas
morning? Chocolatiers like Romolo,
Stefanelli's, and Pulakos have a huge
variety of delectable confections. Get
a tiny handful of treats for a small se-
cret Santa gift, or go for a large box of
sweets for the sweet person in your life.
While it's a little tougher to find figgy
pudding and sugar plums these days,
there's no shortage of other ways to
satisfy your Christmas cravings. Shops
like Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe, Icing on the
Lake, the Magic Cookie Company, Art's
Bakery (not to mention independent
vendors like Michelle “The Cookielady”
Chylinski) have oodles of mouth-water-
ing baked goods that Santa can enjoy
with a nice glass of Meadow Brook milk
by the chimney.

Price range: low

Where to get it: all storefronts
mentioned, along with many more

PENNSYLVANIA'S POTENT POTABLES

hat better way to get into the
Christmas spirit than by getting
Christmas spirits into you? For some
people, beer, wine, and liquor are always

welcome gifts. Grab a growler or a six-
pack of a favorite local microbrew from
great breweries like Erie Ale Works, La-
very Brewing Company, Millcreek Brew-
ing Company, Voodoo Brewing, Erie
Brewing Company, Blue Canoe Brewery,
Sprague Farm and Brew Works, Timber-
creek Tap & Table, and The Brewerie at
Union Station.

Some places, such as Arundel Cellars
and Brewing and Five & 20 Spirits and
Brewing, make both beer and wine (with
Five & 20 also offering locally-made
whiskey and other liquors). On the wine
front, there are plenty of local choices,
as well. Between Erie and North East,
you'll find Mazza Vineyards, Courtyard
Winery, the South Shore Wine Compa-
ny, Arrowhead Wine Cellars, Presque
Isle Wine Cellars, 6 Mile Cellars, Penn
Shore Vineyards, and Heritage Wine
Cellars. Each business gives gift-buy-
ers a wide selection of products, plus
merchandise and special offers such
as “mug clubs,” which grant members
year-long perks.

Price range: low to medium

Where to get it: all
storefronts mentioned

KREEPLORD ENAMEL
PINS AND MORE

With a slew of custom designs to
choose from, Kreeplord.com
showcases a bevy of fun, weird collect-
ible items. Run by Thomas Welch (one
half of the local screenprinting compa-
ny Leadhead Creative), the online store
sells irreverent, pop culture-inspired
enamel pins in limited quantities. The
popular trend picked up steam on sites
like Tumblr and Instagram. Beginning
with custom embroidered patches,
artists and designers from around the
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world started creating cutting-edge
lowbrow art pieces. Check out the
t-shirts and hats as well, drawing upon
millennial favorites like Bob's Burg-
ers and Rick & Morty. References also
abound from the 1990s, with Seinfeld
to Ren & Stimpy-inspired designs. Cult
favorites like Sealab 2021 and Strangers
with Candy also get the Kreeplord treat-
ment.

Price range: low

Where to get it: Kreeplord.com

THE BEARDED WOODSMAN
BEARD OILS AND BALMS

r Y

ow here’s a gift that even Santa
Claus himself would appreciate!
Christmas is a time when many men
choose to start growing out their fa-
cial hair. The Bearded Woodsman has

The Bearded Woodsman has
just the stuff to keep those furry
faces lustrous and manageable.

just the stuff to keep those furry faces
lustrous and manageable. Every scruffy
gentleman knows that growing out that

impressive man-mane often comes
with itchiness and a sometimes unruly
mess. Using organic ingredients like
beeswax and shea butter, founder Dan
Surma has cooked up a multitude of
soothing balms and moisturizing oils.
The secret to achieving a unique scent
like “Campfire” (cinnamon bark, birch,
and vetiver) or “Devil's Brew" (coffee,
clove, and vanilla) could literally be right
under your nose.

Price range: low

Where to get it: Moxi Hair Salon,
Grasshopper, The Whole Foods Co-
op, Artlore Studio, Earthshine Co.,
Time & Time Again, Bison Beer

GIFT CARDS GALORE

hen in doubt: gift cards. The range

is extreme. Does your loved one
have an eye on some new ink? Almost
every tattoo shop in the area lets you
pay in advance. Need a little nudge for
a nice night out? Get a gift card or gift
certificate for your favorite local restau-
rant. From Graham's Record Store to
The Juice Jar to the Keystone Armory,
the world is your oyster. Just zero in
on your loved ones’ favorite local mer-
chants and let them do the rest.

Price range: low to high

Where to get it: Ask just
about any business.

PASSES, TICKETS, AND
CLASSES, OH MY!

rom the Erie Art Museum to the Erie

Seawolves, memberships and event
passes can make thoughtful and cher-
ished gifts. Sports fan? Grab some tick-
ets! Thrill-seeker? A Waldameer Park
& Water World season pass can be an
incredible bargain. Lover of animals?

Memberships and event passes
can make thoughtful and
cherished gifts.

Perhaps an Erie Zoo membership will be
the cat's meow. Try out an ExpERIEnce
Children’s Museum membership, avail-
able for all family sizes. The Erie Art Mu-
seum offers memberships, plus a wide
range of classes for creators of all ages.

Price range: medium to high

Where to get it: online at
any place mentioned, and at
their various locations

LOCAL CRAFTS AND JEWELRY

fyou've ever made it to a local craft fair,
you know about the rich talent pool
we have to draw from. It's a wide, won-

ARTLORE STUDIO

derful market that's always expanding.
Stop into locations like Artlore Studio

In addition to all the wonderful
storefronts, there are plenty of
independent creators out there
who would love to be a part of
your Christmas.

to peruse and purchase all manner of
local art pieces. Shop Glass Growers
Gallery for handmade gifts that are sure
to impress. Relish Studio & Gallery has
a gorgeous selection, highlighting their
unique style of beach glass jewelry.
In addition to all the wonderful store-
fronts, there are plenty of independent
creators out there who would love to be
a part of your Christmas. Check out the
online version of this article for a list of
local artisans, or go to Etsy and “choose
a custom location” known as Erie. You
won't be disappointed.

Price range: low to high
Where to get it: around town and online

Nick Warren can be contacted
at nick@ErieReader.com.

-

“Tis the season t(’)\shop at the Colony”

* Ralph Riehl, IIT Attorney at Law * West Penn Optical

* A La Carte * Colony Pub * Merle Norman

*AJ’s * Erie Audiology *Mod Apothecary

* All That Glitters ¢ Inside the JellyJar ¢ Presque Isle Wine Cellars
*Bello’s Shurfine « KADA Gallery * Polished Hair Design

* Brew Ha Ha * Kitchen Village

* Chameleon * Les Crago Jewelers ¢ Rustic and Refined

-

The Shops at the Colony are located on West 8th St. between Pittsburgh Avenue and Peninsula Dr.

¢ Safe Harbor Wellness
* Sandcille

* The Juice Jar

* The Preppy Pickle

* YogaErie

)
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{ Wlnter Knlttlng Classes
Adult & child beginner knitting
Dec. 13,20 ~ 5:30 to 7 p.m.

$ 55 For both students

- Beyond beginner class

Dec.6 &Jan. 3,31 ~6to 8 p.m.
- Beginner Class

Jan. 10, 17, 24 ~ 6 to 8 p.m.

$ 55 (Reg. $70) Class & Special Kit!
www.culturedpurlknitshop.com
3141W 26th St. Erie, PA 16506

NGNS

VOTING OPEN
THROUGH

DECEMBER 16, 2016

._"‘_“‘

OFTESSONS & CAROLS

A candlelight service of Christmas
readings and music

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
AT 5 PM

THE EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
OF ST. PAUL
134 West 7th Street * Erie

(814) 452.3779
cathedralofstpaul.org

BEST OF

ERIE
2016

PR ERIE READER
Free and Open to the Public

Childcare provided

WORSHIP

changes

Chstrag

warshlp

fRlane church

edinboro e erie ® union city
THE “WHY?"” OF CHRISTMAS DEC 10 ¢ 11 PART 2: FALL

DEC 17 » 18 PART 3: REDEMPTION
DEC 23 » 24 PART 4: CELEBRATION

Establishing the basis for
Christmas as rooted in the gospel.

mclanechurch.org

000006
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APOLLO’S FIRE | THE CLEVELAND
BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
FEATURING HANDEL'S MESSIAH

“Superlative music-making... European stylishness
combined with American can-do entrepreneurialism.”

- The Do//y Te/egroph

December 15 - 7:30 p.m.
Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center

MERCYHURST

INSTITUTE FOR ARTS & CULTURE

814-824-3000 - miac.mercyhurst.edu
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Spotlight on Erie

December7-20, 2016

Wednesday, Dec. 7

Peter Mayer Brings Holiday
Cheer with Christmas Tour

or 16 years, musician Peter Mayer
has celebrated the holidays with a
Christmas tour.

Mayer will return to Erie on Wednes-
day, Dec. 7 for the Stars and Promises
Christmas Tour, Wings of Angels, with
the Jimmy Buffett Coral Reefers at

A singer and guitarist, Mayer
hopes people can relate to the
songs he writes.

Mercyhurst University's Mary DAnge-
lo Performing Arts Center.

The tour has become a holiday favor-
ite nationwide.

“This is the greatest show to come
through Erie,” one Facebook user wrote
on the local event's page. “By far the
most entertaining, genuine, and im-
pactful show I've ever seen in a small
setting ... If you're a fan of music in any
way, see this show.”

A singer and guitarist, Mayer hopes
people can relate to the songs he writes.

“Mayer’s songs are crafted like shak-
er furniture, with no place for super-
fluous embellishments or throwaway
lines,” said Acoustic Guitar magazine.
“[His] world is bright and hopeful and
the transcendent nature of his lyrics ...
explore the mysteries of life .. Mayer's
fluid, clean, and tremendously intrigu-
ing guitar playing is topped with warm,
rich vocals. This is music for the soul.”

The Erie show benefits Blended Spir-
its Ranch, a local organization that
uses equine-assisted learning and psy-
chotherapy to help Erie County youth,

families, adults, and veterans. — Tracy
Geibel

7 p.m. // Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts
Center at Mercyhurst University, 501 E.
38th St. // 824.3000 // petermayer.com/
event/tba-erie-pa-2

The Sordid Mystery
of Girl Gone

schewing the season’s bright, mes-

meric tinsel, expressions of good-
will to all, and the occasional schmaltzy
holiday song, Edinboro-based Laugh/
Riot Performing Arts Company pres-
ents Girl Gone by Jacqueline Reingold,
a sordid mystery.

Laugh/Riot summarizes the play’s
plot: “Follow Tish, an exotic dancer,
as she tries to make sense of her best
friend's brutal murder and find the
person responsible. Will Tish be able
to hold on to her sense of reality as she
gets closer to the truth, or will her ob-
session lead her down the same path as
her friend?”

“Our audience has grown with
us as we explore these types of

plays.”

Girl Gone’s Erie debut is part of Laugh/
Riot's agenda to perform plays that ha-
ven't been produced here, said Joshua
Mizikowski, its marketing director, via
email. “[Pleople want something differ-
ent. This show certainly provides that.

“Our audience has grown with us as
we explore these types of plays.” He
added that “True Love [was] one of our
Greek adaptations which explored
many issues dealing with sex and sex-
uality [and it] did very well.”

Yet, why not an Erie venue that may
attract larger audiences for a play with
such dark, Cimmerian themes?

“Laugh/Riot is based out of Edinboro
and it has served us very well. Part of
our mission has been to bring quality
theatre to the area and we have been
able to do that,” Mizikowski said. “Also,
over the past few years we have been
able to build an audience that wants
and expects us to push boundaries, not
just for the sake of doing it, but to do
pieces and explore issues that others
won't. The sexual aspects are not done
for shock, but are deeply interwoven
into the plot and help us honestly dive
into a very dark world.”

Mizikowski concluded that “The only
thing we hope for is that the audience
will be provoked by a great story that
will keep them on the edge of their
seat.” — Gregory Greenleaf-Knepp

7:30 p.m. on Dec. 8-10; 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 11
// Diebold Center for the Performing Arts
at Edinboro University // 219 Meadville St.,
Edinboro // $10 general admission; $5 for
seniors, and EUP faculty, staff, and non-
EUP students, and $3 for EUP students

// Tickets at the door or at laughrioterie.
com // Girl Gone contains nudity, sexual
situations, language, and violence; no one
under the age of 18 will be permitted.

(3 De 0
.+ - |
Celebrate with the African
Children’s Choir

usic erases borders, transcends
time and culture, brings people
together, and inspires an incredibly
unique kind of joy and nonverbal com-
munication. This holiday season, join
the African Children’s Choir at St. Jude
the Apostle Church on Friday, Dec. 9
and experience the simple pleasure of
kids performing together and enjoying
music.
The African Children’s Choir is part of

the organization Music for Life, which
works in seven African countries, in-
cluding Uganda, Rwanda, and Ghana.
Volunteer teams from the U.S,, the UK,
and Canada travel to Africa during the
year to work with kids as part of Mu-
sic for Life, providing community-ori-
ented camps where they can partake
in activities like dance, music, theater,
and art; it gives them the opportunity
to just “be kids.” The concept for the
African Children's Choir was started by
Ray Barnett, who was on a humanitar-
ian trip to war-torn Uganda when he
met a young boy who communicated
with him by singing, as the two didn't
speak the same language. Barnett was
inspired to help children through mu-
sic, and to make their plight more visi-
ble to the rest of the world.

The African Children's Choir has sung
with well-known artists including Paul
McCartney and Annie Lennox, and re-
cently at the Queen of England’s Dia-
mond Jubilee celebrations. Now their
well-loved children’s songs, traditional
spirituals, and gospel favorites will fill
the venue here with light and laughter.

All concerts are free and open to the
public, but donations will be encour-
aged to provide support for African
Children's Choir programs. — Miriam
Lamey

7 p.m. // St. Jude the Apostle Church //
2801 W. 6th St. // 833.0927

Anyone who jams easily to stuff
along the lines of Sublime and
G-Love - or Pennywise and Flogging
Molly, or any and all Marleys — would
most likely groove well to the vibe of
Pasadena (Maryland, that is)-based
Pasadena.

Could groove well - and should
groove well: The freewheeling four-
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piece (“Four guys who live in a van and
jam,” they dub themselves) is coming to
the Kings Rook Club on Friday, Dec. 9.

These guys make serious work of
bringing a laid-back time wherever
they may roam, having performed more
than 700 shows across a big chunk of
the U.S. over the last few years, open-
ing for the likes of Cake, Clutch, Citi-
zen Cope, and a whole bunch of other
bands that don't start with “C.”

Better than Boston. Or (most of) Chi-
cago. Hell, even all of Alabama.

If you see just one geographic loca-
tion-monikered band this year, make it
Pasadena. - Ryan Smith

10 p.m. // 1921 Peach St. // facebook.com/
kingsrookclub

Saturday, Dec. 10

Mosh for Tots Mixes
Metal and Charity

hanks to movies, television, and
other media outlets, heavy metal

musicians and fans are often viewed
as outliers to normal society: slackers,
troublemakers, and even criminals. But
some of Erie's hardcore headbangers
are showing their soft side, with this
year's “Mosh for Tots” at Basement
Transmissions.

“Mosh for Tots” seeks to give less
fortunate children in the communi-
ty a better holiday season, by offering
show-goers the option to donate a new
toy in lieu of the admission price, while
simultaneously cleaning up the soiled
view that is held by many towards the
metal music community.

The lineup for the evening highlights
some of the most talented bands in the
local metal scene. Headliner Bravura
is one of Erie's premier metal bands,
and Slaughter in the Meridian is cele-
brating the release of their new album
Damaged Reflections at this show. Oth-
er Erieites include Gelatin Skeleton,
Brotherhood of the Jam, Perdition, and
Of Shadows, as well as Obelus from
Edinboro. The only out-of-town act for
the night is Dayton, Ohio's Monocle.
Each band brings a unique interpre-
tation of the metal genre to the stage
that any metal fan can enjoy.

Whether youre feeling charitable, or
just a metal fan looking to have some
fun, come out to the show and help a
child have a memorable Christmas by
donating a toy, while supporting the
local music scene. The ringing in your

ears and sore neck from headbang-
ing might be worth it, knowing you've
helped put a smile on someone’s face. -
Tommy Shannon

5:30 p.m. // Basement Transmissions,
145 W. 11th St. // All ages // $5 or do-
nation of new toy // facebook.com/
events/123665548114958/

Thursday, Dec. 15

A New Takeon a
Holiday Classic

Perhaps not quite as instantly recog-
nizable as “Frosty the Snowman,”
Handels Messiah is equally synony-
mous with Christmas celebrations, and
anyone who has performed in a choir
around the holiday season will likely
have learned a refrain or two. This year,
on Dec. 15, Apollos Fire will present an
“interpretation” of Messiah at the Mary
DAngelo Performing Arts Center at
Mercyhurst University.

In 1992, ensemble founder, harpsi-
chordist, and conductor Jeannette Sor-
rel brought a collective of musicians
and actor-singers together under the
moniker Apollos Fire. And yes, the
group was named for the classical god
of music and of the sun. Sorrel want-
ed to create music with this collective
that was “dedicated to the baroque ide-
al that music should evoke the various
Affekts or passions in the listener.” The
group was established in northwest
Ohio and today calls Cleveland home,
while touring the passion and intensity
of live baroque music throughout Eu-
rope and North America.

Apollos Fire shapes Messiah into
more than a mere concert. The per-
formance is described as “taking a cue
from Handel's original conception of
the piece as theatrical entertainment,”
which takes listeners on a spiritual,
musical, and historical journey, nod-
ding to the intention that baroque mu-
sic is more actively evocative.

Newcomers to this style of music
should listen to “Handel's Messiah — A
Theatrical/Spiritual Journey” to hear
the blend of soaring voices, and to gain
a sense of the epic work which will be
presented this holiday season. — Miri-
am Lamey

7:30 p.m. // Mary D'’Angelo Performing Arts
Center at Mercyhurst University, 501 E.
38th St. // 824.3000 or miac.mercyhurst.
edu/

2401 W. 38th St. facebook.

com/YPCErie.
The African

MUSIC

Peter Mayer's Stars and

Anchor In at Oasis Pub, 3122
W. Lake Rd. jazzerie.com.

Concert Choir with The

Church, 225 W. 10th St.
luthermemorialonline.org.

Classically Christmas

featuring Waylon Reavis
Dec.15—9 p.m.
Sherlocks, 508 State

18 —2:30 t0 4:30 p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811 State
St. lakeerieballet.org.

Promises Wings of Angels
Dec.7—7to9p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing Arts
Center, 501 E. 38th St. facebook.
com/events/215260488897386.

New Horizons Music
Project Holiday
Performance
Dec.8—5p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Trumpet Ensemble
Holiday Concert
Dec.9—4:30 p.m.

Dr. William P. Alexander
Music Center, 110 Kiltie
Rd. edinboro.edu.

The Groove
Dec.9—6p.m.

Coconut Joe’s, 28 N.

Park Row cjoes.com.
Friday Night Jazz
Dec.9,16 —6to 9 p.m.
Anchor In at Oasis Pub, 3122
W. Lake Rd. jazzerie.com.
Making Spirits Bright:
Young People’s Chorus
of Erie Holiday Concert
Dec.9—7p.m.

Our Lady of Peace Church,

Children’s Choir
Dec.9—7p.m.

St. Jude the Apostle
Church, 2801 W. 6th St.
africanchildrenschoir.com.

Smilo & the Ghost
Dec.9—8p.m.

814 Pub & Grill, 1325
State St. facebook.com/
events/225859317838582/

Mercyhurst Chamber
Orchestra

Dec.9—8p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.
Pasadena
Dec.9—10p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.

facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Tuba Christmas
Dec.10 —1to2p.m.
McGarvey Commonts, 4701

College Dr. psbehrend.psu.edu.

Mosh for Tots
Dec.10— 5p.m.tola.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com/pg/
basement.transmissions.

Saturday Night Jazz
Dec.10,17—6to 9 p.m.

Erie Chamber Orchestra
Dec.10 —7:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church

of the Covenant, 250 W. 7th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.
The Gathering

Dec.10 —7:30 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist Church,

7180 Perry Hwy. facebook.
com/lynn.johnson.96592.

Filthy Low Down,
GESH, Little Less Least,
Travel Agents and JC
Dec.10—9p.m.tolam.
Bobby's Place, 1201 W. 18th
St. facebook.com/pg/
gimpguyunderground.

Deaf Scene: Instrumental
Tool Tribute

Dec.10 —11p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.

facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Michael Gerholdt
Dec.11—1to4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars, 11727 E. Main
Rd. arundelcellars.com.

Santa Lucia Festival
of Light

Dec.11—4 p.m.

Luther Memorial

Concert
Dec.11—7to9p.m.

First Alliance Church, 2939
Zimmerly Rd. facerie.org.
William Parker Solo
Dec.11—8 p.m.

PACA, 1505 State St.
pacalso5.com.

Open Mic Night
Dec.12,19 —6to8p.m.

The Juice Jar, 2620 W. 8th St.
facebook.com/ErieJuiceJar.
Messiah

Dec.13 —7:30 t0 9:30 p.m.

St. Peter Cathedral, 230
W. 10th St. eriephil.org.

Magnificat and

Holiday Carols
Dec.14—7p.m.

St. Mary's Chapel at Mercyhurst
North East, 16 W. Division

St. mercyhurst.edu.

Apollo’s Fire: The
Cleveland Baroque
Orchestra

Dec.15 — 7:30p.m.

Mary D'Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

A Killer's Confession

St. facebook.com/pg/
sherlocksparkplace.

Mister F
Dec.16 —10 p.m.to 2 a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Frank Singer Trio
featuring Bruce Johnstone
Dec.17—7to10 p.m.

814 Pub and Grille, 3125
State St. jazzerie.com.

Tim Vee, Matt Texter,
and Lilly Francis
Dec.17—11p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Sam Hyman

Dec.18 —1to 4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars, 11727 E. Main
Rd. arundelcellars.com.

A Festival Service of
Lessons & Carols
Dec.18 —5t06:30 p.m.

The Cathedral of St. Paul, 134 W.
7th St. cathedralofstpaul.org.

DANCE

The Nutcracker

Dec.16 —10to11:30 a.m. &
Dec.17—8to10 p.m. & Dec.

FOOD & DRINK

Voodoo Tap Takeover
Dec.8 —6to8p.m.

Mad Mex in the Millcreek
Mall, 580 Peach St.
facebook.com/Voodoo-
Brewery-305706522795288.

Fezziwig's Christmas
Dinner

Dec.9,10 —6:30 to 8 p.m.
Baldwin Reynolds House
Museum, 639 Terrace St.
baldwinreynolds.org.
Breakfast with Santa
Dec.10 —9:30 a.m.

Riverside: The Inn at Cambridge
Springs, 1 Fountain Ave.
theriversideinn.com.

Lunch with Santa

Dec.10 —noon to 2 p.m.
Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.
Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 11,18 — 7:30 t0 10:30 a.m.
Peek'n Peak Resort, 1405
Olde Rd. pknpk.com.
Brunch and Live Music
Dec.11,18 —1la.m.to2p.m.
The Juice Jar, 2620 W. 8th St.
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BLO0M COLLBIRATVE

SUPPURT INDEPHNDENT ARTISTS _‘ BUY :
GIFTS YOU WON'T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE

Give a gift that gives hack.
At BLOOM Collaborative, a program of Stairways

Behavioral Health, local artisans bring their talent to the
community and earn income.

ﬂface:.book]BI:OOMCollaborativeErie BI_ OM
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Tstmrkt Mixes It Up at PACA

t's fitting that the performance art

collective Tstmrkt staged their first
act in a junkyard. After all, what is
the world these days but a proverbial
scrap heap, fleeting images and sounds
steam-shoveled into our conscious and
subconscious minds?

Tstmrkt combines film footage, audio
collage, theatrics, and sketch comedy
into a postmodern pastiche as likely to
bemuse as amuse. The performers uti-
lize no props whatsoever, listening for
prerecorded audio cues and reacting
accordingly. Projector screens set the
scenes to real-life scenarios that almost
inevitably take a turn for the absurd.
For instance, in the opening sketch of

their latest show (DVDA Pt. I & II), an
automated scanner gives a man trou-
ble checking out his items (normal) be-
fore revealing that what it really wants
is to check out his “items” (not normal).
The female clerk behaves as if this is a
routine procedure and he is inconve-
niencing the other customers by not
complying.

Tstmrkt combines film footage,
audio collage, theatrics,

and sketch comedy into a
postmodern pastiche as likely
to bemuse as amuse.

Is this example just oddity for the
sake of oddity, or is it a more incisive
commentary on sexism and gender
roles? “Whether or not this is pure en-
tertainment or if this has any deeper
relevance to society as a whole is a hard
guestion to ask about any artwork,”
said Tstmrkt co-founder Ernest Hem-
mings in a video interview with the late
Kurt Sahlmann. “Anything could be
viewed as pure entertainment. I guess
it depends on the viewer, on who is ab-
sorbing the content.”

Hemmings will be joined on stage by
fellow actors Maythinee Washington

and Brandon McClennahan. Erie will
be among the last markets to be tested
on this tour, as the ensemble returns
to PACA for a two-show, pre-holiday
bizarre. Expect to be entertained in
unexpected (and provocative) ways. —
Matt Swanseger

8 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16; 10 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 17 // 1505 State St. //
pacal505.com // $10

Friday, Dec. 16

Steve Hytner Should
Suit Erie Well

Jr.'s Last Laugh headliner Steve Hyt-
ner has 90 acting credits to his name,
but most people aren't aware his name
is not Kenny Bania. Although hed pre-
fer youd call him that as opposed to
Hitler (the name his spellchecker in-
sists on).

Hytner is most renowned for his re-
curring role on Seinfeld as the cut-rate
comedian Bania, who leverages a “gift-
ed” Armani suit into dinner dates and
professional advice from his idol, Jerry.
His persistence garners the attention
of audiences, NBC talent scouts, and
even Jerry's ex-girlfriends - much to
Seinfeld's annoyance. “Alright, I'll leave
you alone,” the sycophantic Bania was
known to say after making his pitch,

with no promises of that actually hap-
pening.

Hytner is far less obnoxious than his
fictional counterpart but certainly as
dedicated. His career spans nearly 30
years, including appearances in films

Hytner is far less obnoxious
than his fictional counterpart
but certainly as dedicated.

such as In the Line of Fire (1993), The
Prophecy (1995), and Face/Off (1997) and
prominent network TV series such as
Friends, CSI, King of Queens, and Two

facebook.com/ErieJuiceJar.

Holiday Meal and
Wine Pairing
Dec.12—2p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Holiday Dinner Theatre
Dec.14—5:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

3rd Annual Ugly

Sweater Party
Dec.17—9p.m.tola.m.
Riverside: The Inn at Cambridge

Springs, 1 Fountain Ave.
theriversideinn.com.

Authentic Chinese
Egg Rolls
Dec.20—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

FILM

Walking With Dinosaurs:
Prehistoric Planet

Ongoing through Mar. 3,
2017 —1la.m. &1& 3 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula
Dr. trecpi.org.

Lewis & Clark: Great
Journey West

Ongoing through Mar. 3,
2017 —noon & 4 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula

Dr. trecpi.org.

Journey to Space

Ongoing through Mar.
3,2017—2&5p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula
Dr. trecpi.org.

The Act of Killing
Dec.8—8:30to11 p.m

Edinboro University Frank
G. Pogue Student Center,
405 Scotland Rd. facebook.
com/edinborofilmseries.

The Met Live:

L'Amour de Loin

Dec.10 —12:55 p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

National Theatre

Live: War Horse
Dec.11—12:55 p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Enter the Dragon
Dec.15—8:30to11 p.m

Edinboro University Frank
G. Pogue Student Center,
405 Scotland Rd. facebook.
com/edinborofilmseries.

ISUAL ARTS

Barry Underwood
Ongoing through Dec. 9

Bruce Gallery in Doucette
Hall, 215 Meadoville St.

brucegallery.info.

Senior Projects and
Advanced Studio Projects
Ongoing through Dec. 16

Allegheny College Doane
Hall of Art, 520 N. Main
St. allegheny.edu.

Organic Forms and
Pulsating Lines by Barbara
and Julian Stanczak
Ongoing through Dec. 18

Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

NPAA Holiday Show
Ongoing through Dec. 18
Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. npaaonline.org.

Dark Garden

Ongoing through Jan 8,2017
Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Jose Picayo Polaroids:
A Retrospective
Ongoing through Jan. 8, 2017

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Noreen Finn, Recent
Paintings
Ongoing through Jan. 10,2017

Glass Growers Gallery, 10 E. 5th
St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

Mood Swing Review:

A solo exhibition by

Ron Bayuzick

Ongoing through Feb. 11,2017

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Sergei Isupov:
Hidden Messages
Ongoing through April 2,2017

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Second Sundays
Dec.11—1to5p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Christmas Sale
Dec. 14,15
Bruce Gallery in Doucette

Hall, 215 Meadoville St.
brucegallery.info.

THEATRE

A Christmas Pudding

Dec.7,13,14—noon &
Dec.9,10,16,17— 7 p.m.
& Dec.11 —2:30 p.m.

Riverside: The Inn at Cambridge
Springs, 1 Fountain Ave.
theriversideinn.com.

Girl Gone

Dec.8,9,10,11 — 7:30 p.m.

Edinboro University Diebold
Center for the Performing Arts,
217 Meadville St. edinboro.edu.

Scrooge

Dec. 8, 9,10,14,15,16,17 — 7:30
p-m & Dec.10,11,18 —2 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10
St. erie playhouse.org.

D’Angelo Opera Theatre:

The Tales of Hoffmann
Dec.8,11—8 p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Christmas Memories

Dec.9,16 — 7 p.m. & Dec.
10,17 — 5:30 p.m. & Dec.
11,18 —2:30 p.m.

Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

This Wonderful Life

Dec.9,10—8p.m. &
Dec.11 —2:30 p.m.

PACA, 1505 State St.
pacalsos.com.

Santaland Diaries
Ugly Sweater Party
Dec.10,7—10 p.m.

Dramashop, 1001 State
St. dramashop.org

DvdaPartiand 2
Dec.16 — 8 p.m.

PACA, 1505 State St.
pacalsos.com.

Mermaid Theatre of Nova
Scotia present Brown
Bear, Brown Bear & Other
Treasured Stories
Dec.17—11a.m. & 4 p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

COMMUNITY

Tinker the T-Rex
Comestothe TREC

Ongoing through Feb 24,

2017 —10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

VIP Holiday Show

Dec.7,8

Bloom Collaborative, 138 E. 26th
St. bloomcollaborative.org.

Personalized
12-Month Calendar

Dec.7—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Reading to the Dogs
Dec.7—4t0 4:45 p.m.
Millcreek Branch Library, 2088
Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.
Oriental Painting
Dec.7—5to 7 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach

St. lifeworkserie.org.

Erie Otters vs. Niagara
Dec.7—7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com
Raise the Vibe and Glide
Dec.7—7to9p.m.

Unitarian Universalist
Church, 7180 Perry Hwy.
bhaktaschool.org.

Intro to Computers
and the Internet I
Dec.8 —9a.m.tonoon

Room 212 Blasco Memorial
Library, 160 E. Front
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and a Half Men. His standup reflects
life, both in the ways it's changing (the
rich hiring “dog whisperers” and valet
parking at Little League games) and the
ways it will never change (children's
lack of a filter, the differences between
men and women).

There will be two shows on both
nights, with an optional dinner - as in
full meal, buffet-style — because every-
one knows soup doesn't count as reim-
bursement of outstanding debts. Bring
your friends, significant others and/or
your favorite creditors (if there is a dis-
tinction between the two) — it's going
to be comedy gold, Erie. Gold! — Matt
Swanseger

6:30 or 9:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16 and
Saturday, Dec. 17 (optional dinner served
at 5:15 p.m. for early shows) // 1402 State
St. // jrslastlaugh.net/steve-hytner // $20
show only, $34.75 dinner package

Saturday, Dec. 17

Sugarplums, Nutcrackers,
and ... Dogs: LEB's Nutcracker
has a Few Surprises

Holiday traditions can be comfort-
ing, helping to straighten out
other kinks that may have come your
way in the past year. Lake Erie Ballet's
spun-sugar confection, Tchaikovsky's
The Nutcracker, may be just the solace
you need.

The Nutcracker's storyline is well
known, but some changes are in store
for LEB's 58th staging of it, thanks to
new partnerships this year.

More than 100 dancers will bring The
Nutcracker to life, 40 of them from
Mercyhurst University's dance depart-

ment. Lesley Bories-Scalise, LEB's new
artistic director, is delighted to have
the two organizations working togeth-
er. “Both Tauna Hunter [chair of the
Mercyhurst University Dance Depart-
ment] and I are extremely pleased and
thrilled to continue working together
with our dancers and students.”

The Nutcracker's storyline is
well known, but some changes
are in store for LEB's 58th
staging of it, thanks to new
partnerships this year.

In addition, the Erie Philharmonic
will provide the music this year. Steve
Weiser, executive director of Erie Phil-
harmonic explains, “The Erie Phil used
to perform The Nutcracker on an an-
nual basis with what was then the Erie
Civic Ballet. We are all very excited
to be able to climb down into the pit,
while the dancers of the Lake Erie Bal-
let take the stage.”

Those dancers will share the stage
with adoptable dogs from the ANNA
Shelter in the Act 1 Christmas party.
Ruth Thompson, director of ANNA, is
thrilled for the shelter to be included.
“Our dogs get to be on stage as part of
a classic family tradition. How amazing
is that?” The furry stars will also be in
the lobby afterwards, looking for forev-
er homes among the crowd. If you can't
adopt right now, a chance to make a
donation to the shelter will be possible,
too.

Either one, plus the holiday favorite
of sugarplums, whimsy, and make-be-
lieve, is a sweet holiday tonic to enjoy.
— Mary Birdsong

8 p.m. on Dec. 17; 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 18 //
Warner Theatre, 811 State St. // Tickets at
erieevents.com/events/the-nutcracker-2/

Saturday, Dec. 17

Children's Books Come to Life

L r‘q
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An internationally recognized group
is bringing children’s stories to life
in Erie.

Following last year’s sold-out show,

the Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia
will return Saturday, Dec. 17 to Mercy-
hurst University's Walker Recital Hall.

The hour-long show uses creative
puppetry and scenic effects to pres-
ent the children’s books of Eric Carle.
These works - like the well-known The
Very Hungry Caterpillar — have delight-
ed audiences for years.

The Los Angeles Times called it “quite
a delight ... brought to memorable life.”

The Very Hungry Caterpillar, a real
crowd-pleaser, has been performed
more than 3,500 times by the troupe

The hour-long show uses
creative puppetry and scenic
effects to present the children’s
books of Eric Carle.

worldwide.

Another favorite is Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See? Pub-
lished in 1967, this tale, illustrated by
Bill Martin, Jr.,, teaches children about
colors and animals. And the notable
Papa, Please Get the Moon For Me, pub-
lished in 1986, tells the story of a ded-
icated father who goes far out of his
way - all the way to outer space and
back - to please his daughter, Monica,
when she asks for the moon.

Tickets cost $15 for adults, $12.50 for
seniors and $10 for students and youth.
— Tracy Geibel

11a.m. & 4 p.m. // Walker Recital Hall at
Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. //
824.3000 or miac.mercyhurst.edu/events

St. erielibrary.org.

Make and Take Craft

Barnes & Noble, 5909 Peach
St. facebook.com/Erie.BN.

Millcreek Branch Library, 2088
Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.

Dec.8—2to3p.m.
Millcreek Branch Library, 2088

Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.

Joe Zimmerman

Dec.8—7p.m. Dec. 9,
10 — 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.

Jr's Last Laugh Comedy Club,
1402 State St. jrslastlaugh.net.
Christmas Glass Blocks
Dec.9—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach

St. lifeworkserie.org.

Erie BayHawks vs. Texas
Dec.9—7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.
The Christmas Tree Ship
Dec.9—5:30t08:30 p.m.

Erie Maritime Museum, 150 E.
Front St. flagshipniagara.org.
Harry Potter Magical
Holiday Ball
Dec.9—7to10 p.m.

Kinesio Taping Education
KTIand KT2

Dec. 10,11 —7:30
a.m.to 5:30 p.m.

Impact Physical Therapy, 5415
Westlake Rd. kinesiotaping.com.
Intro to Laptops

Dec.10 —9 a.m. tonoon

Room 212 Blasco Memorial
Library, 160 E. Front
St. erielibrary.org.

Beach Glass Ornament
for Kids

Dec.10 —10:30 a.m. to noon

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Turtle Talk
Dec.10 —11a.m. to noon

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Santa Visits the Library
Dec.10 —11 a.m. to noon

Punk Rock Flea Market
Dec.10 —11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Basement Transmissions,
145 W. 11th St. facebook.com/
events/960830507396560/
Christmas Tattoo Drive
Dec.10 —11a.m.to 8 p.m.

Wayward Tattoo Studio, 2301
W. 12th St. facebook.com/
events/1190319044348057.

Children’s Christmas Party
Dec.10 —12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

St. Matthews Lutheran
Church, 950 W. 7th St.
facebook.com/SMLCerie.

Erie Otters vs. SSM
Dec.10 —7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Erie Handmade Fair
to Support Basement
Transmissions
Dec.11—1to 4 p.m.
Basement Transmissions,

145 W. 11th St. facebook.com/
events/1097489160336322/
Monday Family Story Time
Dec.12—10to11a.m.

Edinboro Branch Library, 413
Plum St. erielibrary.org.

Excel I1
Dec.13— 9 a.m. to noon

Room 212 Blasco Memorial
Library, 160 E. Front
St. erielibrary.org.

Grief through the Holidays
Dec.13—11a.m.

Edinboro Manor, 419 Waterford
St. Nadine.Clement@
hcfmanagement.com.

Polish Egg Decorating
Dec.13—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach

St. lifeworkserie.org.

Teen Makers

Dec.13, 20,27 — 3:30 t0 4:30 p.m.

Teen Space in Blasco
Memorial Library, 160 E.
Front St. erielibrary.org.

Therapy Dogs
Dec.13 —4:30 t0 5:30 p.m.

Lincoln Community Center
Library, 1255 Manchester
Rd. erielibrary.org.

Star of Wonder
Planetarium Show

Dec.13 —5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Edinboro University Cooper
Science Center Room 169, 230
Scotland Rd. edinboro.edu.

Presque Isle History
Series: Primitive Skills

Dec.13—6to 7 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Erie Talent Share

Dec.13—6to 8 p.m.

Peninsula Room Blasco
Memorial Library, 160 E.
Front St. erielibrary.org.

Bookclub in a Bag
Dec. 13 — 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Lincoln Community Center
Library, 1255 Manchester

Rd. erielibrary.org.

County Council Meeting
Dec.13—7 p.m.

Erie County Courthouse, 140
W. 6th St. eriecountypa.gov.

Erie Otters vs. Kitchener
Dec.14—7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Outside the Window:
White-tailed Deer

Dec.15—10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

S.T.E.A.M.Kids
Science Club

Dec.15—4:15to 5 p.m.

Children’s Storytime Room
Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Intro to Computers
and the Internet II
Dec.15—5to 8 p.m.

Room 212 Blasco Memorial
Library, 160 E. Front
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Order Juice Jar
_, holiday trays
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(iie] @ @EErieuiceJar Holiday tray
order forms are

available on
Facebook.

oI THE LAVERY BREHW PUB HOURS
] ‘ % Mon-Wed

¥ 5-10pm

e
ﬁ Thur
% 4-11pm

Fri

' 1FREE Pint on Wednesdays | "

T
Keep the mug at the end of the year. d

day party for members inDecember 2017. 8 2pm-L2am

Sun
1lam-4pm

Visit EnjoyMazza.com/holiday ' DUNATUS@

for more unique gifts ideas for Every piece is important.
everyone on your list

- or stop by any of our nearby locations - PA RTY i E A H W E
LIKE TO PARTY.
Mazza Wine Shop Mazza Vineyards Mazza Chautauqua

2006 W 8th St 11815 East Lake Rd Cellars / Five & 20 LET US CATER YOUR GATHERING.

Mazza Wine Shop at South Shore Wine Co. 8282":/\5/ &tBl\lllewlnF?d o &
Fuhrman’s Cider Mill 1120 Freeport Rd est Main =a.

8270 Peach St ' ORDER AT DONATOS.COM * WE DELIVER
1535 W. 8TH ST. UNIT A1 * ERIE * 814.722.5900

udonatoserie nDonatosErie y@donatoserle
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Jazz Legend William Parker Plays PACA

Prolific avant-garde bassist to perform solo one night only

SUNDAY, DEC. 11

or some of the most exciting mo-

ments of modern jazz, William Parker
has been there. The New York City bass-
ist remains one of the seminal figures
of the free jazz scene. Erie audiences
will get a chance to see Parker perform
a solo set at the Performing Arts Collec-
tive Alliance (PACA).

In addition to being one of the world's
most highly regarded double bassists,
Parker is also a consummate storyteller,
with entertaining introductions and mu-
sical insights peppering his performanc-
es.

For decades, Parker played regular-
ly with free jazz giants like Cecil Taylor,
David S. Ware, and Peter Brétzmann. So
prolific was Parker that he sparked the
interest of Erie writer and documentar-
ian, Rick Lopez. In 2014, Lopez released
The William Parker Sessionography, a
482-page compendium chronicling every

recording and performance in the bass-
ist's 40-plus-year career. Lopez found
Parker through the David S. Ware quar-
tet, whose leader and drummer he also
documented. According to Lopez, the
group had “that kind of aggressiveness
and unbridled passion [that] I'm always
looking for — something that expresses
the chaos of real life and doesn't gloss
over things by trying to be ‘pleasant’ all
the time.”

With worlds of experience behind ev-
ery pluck and bow of the string, Parker
shines a new light into the dark corners

With worlds of experience
behind every pluck and bow of
the string, Parker shines a new
light into the dark corners of
improvisation.

of improvisation. Fans of adventurous,
experimental musicianship will receive a
master class in the medium.

Lopez summarized, “William is a force
of nature, so if you're looking for tran-
scendence, transformation, and a good
old-fashioned soul-cleansing, this con-
cert will be a great help to you. It's going
to be a blast.” — Nick Warren

8 p.m. // 1505 State St. // $10;
$30 includes purchase of book
// paca1505.com or 434.0687

St. erielibrary.org.

Erie BayHawks vs.
Los Angeles
Dec.15—7 p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Evening Fireside Talk:
North American Beaver

Dec.15—7t0 8:30 p.m.

Rotary Pavilion in Presque
Isle State Park, 301 Peninsula
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Lifeworks Erie Annual
Holiday Party

Dec.16 —noon to 3 p.m.
Zem Zem Shrine Club, 2525 W.
38th St. lifeworkserie.org.
Holiday Bling Social
Night: Grades 4+

Dec.16 —5:30to 8 p.m.
Box of Light Studio, 419
State St. boxoflight.org.
Winter Wonderland

Dec. 16, 17,18, 27,28, 29,
30—6to9p.m.

Asbury Woods Nature

Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

Erie Otters vs. Windsor
Dec.16 —7 p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.
Steve Hytner

Dec. 16,17 — 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Jr's Last Laugh Comedy Club,
1402 State St. jrslastlaugh.net.
PowerPoint

Dec.17 —9 a.m. to noon
Room 212 Blasco Memorial
Library, 160 E. Front

St. erielibrary.org.

Natural Ornaments
Dec.17—1to 3 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Barber Christmas Ball
Dec.17 —8 p.m.

Bayfront Convention Center, 1

Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

Wild Holiday: Winter

Animals of Presque Isle
Dec.18 —2t03:30 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Winter Solstice Meditation
Dec.20 —6to 7 p.m.

Edinboro Branch Library, 413
Plum St. erielibrary.org.

Presque Isle History
Series: Shipwrecks
Dec.20—6to 7 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Christmas Graham
Cracker Houses
Dec.21—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Presque Isle After Dark:
Sidewalk Trail and Others
Dec.21—7t0 8:30 p.m.
Presque Isle Lighthouse
parking lot in Presque Isle
State Park, 301 Peninsula

Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

December 7,2016
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Wayward Christmas Tattoo Drive

Get some holiday ink in exchange for donations

SATURDAY, DEC. 10

hen we think of ink on Christmas,

making twice-checked lists of
what we wish to give and receive typ-
ically come to mind. This Christmas-
time, you can add to your giving list a
toy for some Erie girl or boy and kibble
for some Erie dog or cat, and - thanks
to Wayward Tattoo Studio - get a sweet
new tat!

As in years past, the artists at Way-
ward are volunteering their time and
talents to provide you with fresh ink
for the New Year. So aside from helping
Erie boys and girls and dogs and cats
have an awesome Christmas, you'll
have something slick to show off at ugly
sweater parties! To get that free tattoo,
all you need to do is bring in either an
unopened toy valued at $20 or a large
bag of dog or cat food.

“This event is something we love to
do as a shop,” says Corey Thompson,
co-founder and co-owner of Wayward.
“It's the best way we can give back to
our loyal clientele and the city of Erie by
using our skills and talents.”

Toy donations go to support children
of Arc of Erie, an organization dedicat-
ed to improving services for individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Cat and dog food donations
go to the ANNA Shelter, the Associa-
tion for Needy and Neglected Animals.

At last year’s event, Wayward received
more than 150 toys and nearly a ton of

dog and cat food. Collectively, the nine
artists participating completed more
than 140 tattoos. This year, they're look-
ing to up the ante.

Thompson, along with fellow
co-founder and co-owner Johnny Mat-
ters, "Eerie” Eric Fargiogio, Will Petroff,
and a host of other artists — including
some guests — will be tattooing “all new

Collectively, the nine artists
participating last year
completed more than 140
tattoos. This year, they're looking
to up the ante.

designs from each artist working the
event,” Thompson explains.

Important things to consider: Along
with a $20 toy or a large bag of kibble
(receipt pleasel), you'll need to bring
your ID. No tattoos for minors (sorry!).

Tattoos will be done on a first-come,
first-served basis. Limited one tattoo
per person - unless youd like to go

through the line again (and provide an
additional donation).

You can also donate without getting a
tattoo. If you're feeling more generous,
you're welcome to drop off as much as
you like.

Because of the anticipated volume of
givers of toys/food and getters of tat-
toos, artists will be tattooing as they
become available (awesome chance to
meet a new artist!). If you want a sneak
peek at what'll be possible, stop by the
12th Street shop on Friday, Dec. 9.

And don't forget: This gifted crew isn't
profiting from the donations - they're
just looking to give twice: To you, with
some sweet new art, and to local boys
and girls and pups and kits with toys
and food. But this tattooed contributor
strongly encourages you to tip your art-
ist and show your appreciation. — Ben

Speggen

Noon to 8 p.m. // 2301 W. 12th
St. // 456.0103 or Facebook.
com/WaywardTattooStudio

Think of Franco’s when
it comes to your

Holiday Catering Needs!

)]

9

Featuring a wide variety of choices
at competitive prices.

1001 State Street
First floor of the
Renaissance Centre

814-455-8008

n francoscafeerie
francoscafe.net

DLy
Dev?iRBird

sampling
Dec. 21st

>

32 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

Jovil By
A

i'd

(f_ At the Plymouth Tavern
: 1109 State St, Erie, PA 16501
814.453.6454

FELIZ
NAVIDAD

from El Canelo

MEXICAN

FANERIE READER

IN ERIE

00O with purchase !

[ ]
$4 OFF of $25 or more |
|
T
Offer expires: 12/21/2016 :

(Not dffiliated with any other Mexican restaurant in Erie, PA)

RESTAURANT [Give an El Canelo gift card

Buy one lunch HALF
get the second OFF

i
Offer expires: 12/21/2016

December 7, 2016
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Located at the Tom Ridye Enwronmental’Cente
AOURNEY-

L SPNCE

'of the Month Special
Showing Daily
814-838-4123

biggreenscreen.com

i ///(c/ \mm

Locally’sponsored hy:

|
| PennState
Behrend

Yahn Planetarium

THE CHURCH OF

S

.':ee{i'-:i!ls'ilt".:r

Sunday Service

y %v Christmas day
fnmqu }ft iz | 10:30 AM
A 3126 State St.

jfﬂug ta ¢ jmﬂ

I"'IEI"I

**NO COVER FOR MEMBERS
EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS**

FRI 12/09
PASADENA

SAT 12710
DEAF SCENE:
INSTRUMENTAL
TOOL TRIBUTE

a6 FRI 12/16
ROOK X-MMAS PARTY ‘- MISTER F
SAT 12/17
Bl& CITY RANGOVER
+ MATT TEXTER
& STEVE TROHOSKE’S ART GROUPIES + LILY FRANCIS
. FRI 12/23
R ROOK XMAS PARTY
o BIG CITY HANGOVER
+ STEVE TROHOSKE'S ART GROUPIES
, FRI 12/30
ADAM MCKILLIP
TROPIDELIG - or cooo narure + OLIVER BURDO
DOWNSTAIRS CONCERT COMPLEX TROPIDELIC
HOUGH CROWD UPSTAIRS M * O D OWNSTAIRS]
DOORS 8PM | MUSIC 10PM + HOUGH CROWD
00RS 8 | MUSIC 10 TTYBS [UPSTAIRS]
I FRI 01/06
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT! DAYBREAK
RADIO EP
Grab your gear and get here! « 10PM

No Cover ¢ Drink Specials e Open 8 PM
[Sign up before 10 PM & first drink is on us]
**NO COVER FOR MEMBERS EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS**
Music at 10pm-Fri & Sat Happy Hour Specials: $2 Wells &
select heers 8pm-12am-Free pool, shufflebhoard & games
always!!!+1921 Peach St. - Members & guests only ¥
Find us on Facehook : www.facehook.com/kingsrookcluh b

RELEASE PARTY

\C VE
Sgle

CWERIE READER

December 7, 2016

I

1922 BUFFALO RD. - (814) 897-9990

DECEMBER SPECIALS

24 Pack of 120z. cans

235 T [T $16.98"*
Bud Light .......ccccceevvueuenene. $16.98**
| 11 5 Y-\ o R $16.98"
Labatt Light ...................... $16.98"
Coors Light ... $16.98"=
Miller Light .........cccceueuene. $16.98**
Yuengling Lager .............. $17.92'*
Yuengling Lager Light ...$17.92**
Hamm's ....cccceeeeeececcccccnnnnnne $10.38**

15 Pack of 120z. cans

COIt 45 e $9.43"™

24 Pack of 120z. bottles

Heineken .......c..covuveeuvennneee $30.19"%
Heineken Light ............... $30.19"%
Smirnoff Coolers.............. $28.30"™
Seagrams Coolers ............ $28.30"*

From Shari & Blll

Serving Erie for 30 Years-

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 33



SCROOGE

Sensory Friendly Performance Sat, Dec. 10 @ 2pm

DEC. 2 & 3, 8-11, 14-18, 2016

“God bless us, everyone!”

UPMC Heacrs Pran
Wath Family Eq:suln ‘_:ipnns:r * E CG H A -

To get the best seals - Call NOW! erieplayhouse.org OR B14.454.2852

HoliJay Open House

Fundraiser for Jay Breneman
2017 Mayoral Candidate

Friday, December 9th | 4:30pm - 12am
Epic Web Studios | 901 French St.

E
- Open Bar -

- Hors d’oeuvers -
- Photo-Op -

- Live Painting -
. - Local Artwork Auction -
- Meet Jay in Person -

Local Artists: Jay Amatangelo, Katie LeVan,
Jess Scutella, Megan Callaghan, & Evan Everhart

Cocktail Attire. Donations Encouraged.

— T
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N |VOTING
EWE | OPEN

THROUGH

DECEMBER 16, 2016

THE————

HOLLOW
CROWN

THE WARSIOF THE ROSES

BEST OF

ERIE
2016

PWERIE READER

HENRY VI: PART 1

- =
HENRY VI: PART 2 WWW.ERIEREADER.COM

RICHARD I11

Sundays,
December 11-25 at 9pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1

December 7,2016
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Will the New Star Wars Films Be the Same Old Story?

Questioning the nostalgia of Rogue One

By: Forest Taylor

his month, Rogue One, the first of many anticipat-

ed Star Wars spinoff tales, hits theaters. Apparent-
ly, we're getting a new Star Wars film every year, indef-
initely. The hype and subsequent backlash over The
Force Awakens is still a vivid memory, and Rogue One
may have to deal with the same problems.

The consensus around The Force Awakens is that it's
either a fun and exciting (if not particularly ground-
breaking) film, or a completely unoriginal retread of all
the plot points from the original. The most common
complaint is that it did nothing but take ideas from
the original film and update them. With a new film
being released every year, this could definitely be a
concern.

LUCASFILM

There's nothing wrong with The Force Awakens be-
ing the same old story. It's a fine way to draw in old
fans and get new viewers acclimated to the Star Wars
universe. This will only work once, however, before
people realize they're watching the same thing again
and again.

The trailer for Rogue One, with its star destroyers,
X-wings, and a special appearance by Darth Vader,
has not given me any indication that theyre doing
anything but nostalgia-baiting — and that has me wor-
ried. Star Wars owes its origins to classic mythology,
with George Lucas deriving his story from Joseph
Campbell's Hero with a Thousand Faces. That heroic
template was combined with influences as varied as
Flash Gordon, old samurai films, and even World War Il
aerial combat footage, resulting in a pop culture amal-
gamation that strikes a chord with nearly everyone.

Today, Star Wars has become a mythology itself, and
the new films are taking influences from ... well ... Star
Wars. There are only so many times they can keep
telling the same story before people get sick of that
galaxy far, far away.

Forest Taylor can be contacted at
forebore1982@gmail.com.

ﬁ.fyg}uﬂ

Gl
Thrgw eny

December 7,2016
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NEWS 7 DAYS A WEEK
MORE IS BETTER
Z7PM NEWS IS BACK!

ERIE NEWS

- Shmsn HiEn BENY
COVERAGE YOU CAN COUNT ON = —

MON - FRII5PM | 5:30PM| 6PM | 7PM |11PM

ErieNewsNow.com a2WICU
COVERAGE YOU CAN COUNT ON

Looking for office space?

m is your answer!

Renaissance Centre

e Centrally located in the heart of downtown Erie

e Custom spaces from 500-10,000 e Affordable rates
e High speed fiber connectivity e Utilities included

e Attached parking e Retail, medical & office space

e Collaborate with other building tenants

Contact Melani Scott to schedule a tour
mscott@pdainc.us e 814-464-7236

RenaissanceErie.com
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MUSIC REVIEWS

Justice
Woman
Ed Banger Records

) 0.0 6 ¢
Much to the
gruffer

music fan's dis-
may, disco never
died - it only fled
underground,
adopting numer-
ous aliases, most ending with “house.”
The most unabashedly disco of these
was the French house movement, ex-
emplified by artists such as Etienne de
Crécy, Cassius, and Daft Punk during
the late 90s. Justice, a duo consisting
of Gaspard Auge and Xavier de Rosnay,
delivered their grittier, somewhat more
sinister take on the genre with their
2007 debut, .Theirthird album, Woman,
at first seems shades lighter than even
2011's Audio.Video.Disco, leading off
with the very slick, Chic-like “Safe and
Sound,” rife with infectious slap-bass
grooves. The pair’s classic leanings don't
really start to bleed through until the
album’s second half, with the eerie har-
monies of the white-knuckle space od-
yssey “Chorus,” the winding staircase of
harpsichord countermelodies on “Heavy
Metal,” and the glowstick cathedral
conjured on “Close Call.” The ideal bal-
ance, however, is struck on lead single
“Randy,” where distorted, ping-ponging
synth hooks complement guest vocal-
ist Morgan Phalen’s falsetto perfectly.
— Matt Swanseger

Bubblegum Lemonade
The Great Leap Backward
Matinee Recordings

1. 0.8.6.
Sometimes sim- [FTTTi:

ple songs are
the greatest. Start-
ing off with some
brief feedback 1
against a drum " . il
machine beat, h—% .
the “real” drums come in along with a
smooth, bright powerpop riff. The cho-
rus kicks in with the melodic pop punk
perfection of the Mr. T Experience. As
the name implies, Bubblegum Lemon-
ade isn't afraid to be sweet. The band
is the work of Glasgow’s Lawrence Mc-
Cluskey, who prefers to be known simply
as “Laz.” Also half of the duo Strawberry
Whiplash, the Scotsman has a strong
penchant for 12-string Rickenbacker
guitars, the shimmering iconic 1960s
sound shining through every track on
The Great Leap Backward (the group's
fourth record). Despite the title’s ref-
erence to 1958's tumultuous Chinese
campaign led by Mao Zedong, the al-
bum is far from heavy. The lyrics are full
of astute references, although they're
sometimes overshadowed by childlike
sections of “Wishing It Were Friday” and
“Dead As Disco” (repeating lines like “I
am Woodstock and you were Altamont”).
This album is an absolute pleasure to
listen to, a feelgood indiepop gem, all
the while remaining decidedly sugary.
- Nick Warren

Virginia Wing
Forward Constant Motion
Fire Records

) 0.0 0 ¢

meditative |

modern dan-
cepop record, For-
ward Constant Mo-
tion presents an
inviting  paradox. |
The synthesized, &
almost liturgical belltones merge with
programmed midtempo grooves. Alice
Merida Richards' vocals are soothing
and measured, her phrasing doled out
by bandmate Samuel Pillay's sequencing
and sound sampling. There's a delicate
balance of humanity and technology, be-
tween lush brilliance and sterile, futuris-
tic tones. Richards’ voice manages to be
simultaneously lifeless and passionate,
her alto whispering syncopated stacca-
to hooks. The duo hails from South Lon-
don, and began as a quartet, movingto a
trio for their 2015 album Measures of Joy.
Prominent jazz-influenced drums are
traded in for beats, with the psychedelic
shoegaze sound shifting to what we hear
now. Somber tracks like “Sonia & Clau-
dette” are best as an immersive listening
experience, with disparate frequencies
and well-produced rumbles. There's the
almost electroclash pop of “Local Loop”
and “Miserable World” to balance out the
more esoteric compositions. It's an evoc-
ative, compelling sound which young-
er generations are sure to appreciate.
— Nick Warren

Wolf People
Ruins
JagJaguwar
2. 6.0.6
ome psyche- i
delic  stoner
rock comes off I;-.
more convinc- b i

ing than others.
Ruins has a retro
authenticity that's
almost confusing. The fuzz thickly coats
every pentatonic guitar lick. Vocals
start off extra gritty in “Ninth Night,” as
if frontman Jack Sharp were calling us
long-distance from overseas. The dis-
tortion transitions into echoey reverb
by the time the first “Kingfisher” hits
(there are two reprises). Wolf People
don't skimp on the details, either — the
addition of a flute player drawing Je-
thro Tull comparisons to go along with
the requisite Led Zeppelin and Black
Sabbath ones. There's a long history of
English blues-based rock, with this Bed-
fordshire quartet carrying that tradition
into 2016. Beyond staying impressively
true to the sound of their influences,
there’s another ancientness about Ru-
ins. Predilections towards medieval
themes have persisted in this type of
music for some time now. Finding the
middle ground, Wolf People achieve it
without being overly aggressive (met-
al) or too melodramatic (prog), mak-
ing a perfect candidate for the end
credits to a Game of Thrones episode.
—Nick Warren

26
FEB
2017

8:00 pm

we cordially invite you to

HIGHT
M

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

filmsocietynwpa.org/oscars

Hosted by Sheraton Erie Bayfront Hotel

> Presented by The Film Society of NWPA

www.filmsocietynwpa.org *

)ME

info@filmsocietynwpa.org

Loft Style Living
Located conveniently downtown!

« Starting at $685
« On-Site Fitness Center

- Off- Street Parking

153 East 13" St.
Suite 1200
Erie, PA 16503

www.lovellplace.com « 814.217.9250

PLACE

December 7,2016
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Missy Twohig

owner, Sacred
Piercing

Ed Bernik

photographer

“I find it humbling
that people would
come to me and trust
me, no matter what
their reason is for the
piercing.”

Ed Bernik: In our culture,
piercing may still be foreign
to many people. There are
a lot of reasons to have a
piercing — religious, spiri-
tual, medical, or for self-ex-
pression. What is your belief
system or mindset behind
piercing?

Missy Twohig: Piercing
started long ago with many
different tribes as part of a
sacred ceremony, and we
adopted it into our Western
culture for various reasons.
Our mindset is to provide cli-
ents with a positive experi-
ence from the moment they
walk in the door. | see all the
positives that come out of
piercing, and think it's cool
that people come to us and
trust us to put a needle into
their body, and put jewelry
on them. That's where our
name originates from. Mu-
tual trust is the sacred part
of that. When people come
into the shop, | want to treat
them the way | want to be
treated. | find it humbling
that people would come to
me and trust me, no matter
what their reason is for the
piercing. And it's the whole

process of the piercing -
seeing them happy, and then
the follow-up for questions
or to check the piercing. It's
part of the process of hu-
man interaction.

EB: What's the theme of
your studio?

MT: We offer professional
body piercing in an atmo-
sphere that is welcoming
to everyone. Many times,
people come in nervous.
We have set up a calming
atmosphere in the studio,
from the color of the walls to
music, to create a peaceful,
meditative environment. We
keep it earthy and about be-
ing real with people and giv-
ing them a good experience.

EB: | have never been in a
piercing studio before. En-
tering, it was almost like
walking into a gallery. Talk
about the unique jewelry
you guys have.

MT: We custom fit jewelry

38 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

to accommodate everyone's
needs. There's something for
everyone. We carry a wide

“Many times, people
come in nervous.
We have set up a
calming atmosphere
in the studio, from
the color of the walls
to music, to create a
peaceful, meditative
environment. We
keep it earthy and
about being real
with people and
giving them a good
experience.”

variety of implant grade ti-
tanium jewelry, 18k and 14k
gold, glass, bone, horn, and
locally made wood jewel-

ry. These all come in many
shapes and sizes. Clients
also have the option of per-
sonally customizing their
jewelry.

We try to hit every part of
the spectrum with people’s
tastes. When we opened
nine years ago, | wasn't sure
if we would be able to main-
tain it as just a piercing stu-
dio, but it just kept getting
busier and busier. We've
been very successful.

EB: If somebody was con-
sidering a piercing, what
would you tell them?

MT: Call to set up an ap-
pointment for a consulta-
tion, where we can answer
any questions, discuss the
placement, and make sure
their anatomy is suitable for
a certain piercing. We then
show them all of the jewel-
ry options that we offer for
that particular piercing. For
some people who are going

Missy Twohig (left) is embraced
by her coworkers Ashley Twohig
and Jocelyn Gonzalez

through changes in their
lives, this may be an area of
expression for them. For oth-
er people, it's like reclaiming
their body after some event
like an illness or a divorce.
We pierce for people of all
ages. We have pierced for
young people and for people
in their 70s and 80s.

EB: | noticed you have oth-
er people’s artwork in your
studio. What is your reason
for displaying others’ works?

MT: We believe in support-
ing local artists. Some have
no place to display their
work so we offer up our walls
to showcase them. It's all
about community.

Missy Twohig:
sacredpiercing.com

Ed Bernik:
bernikphotography.com

December 7,2016




Now open Sundays Until 5 PM

CHOOSE THE
CF  RIGHT GIFT

GMOKER m\mn\-‘

rand since L

Smoker Friendly offers a large selection of roll
your own Tobacco & Tubes. GREAT PREMIUM

A'\'ruS‘ed B CIGAR GIFT PACKS!

Visit one of our store
locations today!

« 1210 West 26th Street
- 2663 West 8th Street
- 4478 Buffalo Road

FREE
SF LIGHTER

d >
R 5 KNGS
Expires 12/21/2016 : Carton of Smoker Friendly $ 5

Brand Cigarettes Top-O-Matic cigarette rolling machine

Cost borne by manufacturer
Not good with any other promotion

Expires 12/21/2016 ] Expires 12/21/2016

Vape Products, Mods, Juice, Kits, Glass Pipes, Alternative Merchandise & Water Pipes




GET IN YOUR GAME!

Y

R ﬁ@ﬂ = T
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays through December 23rd
Fridays & Saturdays 4pm-10pm ¢ Sundays Ipm-7pm
Who knows what Santa will leave under the tree!
Pick a gift and find out whether yvou’ve been
Naughty or Nice!

* One Free Entry every Friday, Saturday and Sunday you play in December.
* One Bonus Entry for every 20 tier points you earn that day.
» Bonus Entries can be also earned on Wednesdays & Thursdays in December.

GAME DAY SPECIALS

%$.50 - Wings
$1 - 120z Bud Light Draft
%1 = Jumbo Smith’s Hot Dog
%2 - Pulled Pork Sandwich
with French Fries

Closed 12/25

]
B e

Entertainment 7 Days a Week!
Open Daily at 11am

30 Beers on Tap!

W

L ANl

THE BREW BROTHERS 3 COURSE DINNER

2 Seating Times available
« 4:30pm - Early Bird Special -
$80 per person

':;‘ » 7:30pm - $95 per person

; Limited Seating!
l,1;Call 866-374-3386 ext 8353 to

" make your reservations today!

THE BREW BROTHERS PARTY

Featuring Lights Out -
Tribute to Frankie Valli at 10pm

" The Brew Brothers Party tickets are

available in person at Guest
Services! Tickets $25
Standing Room Only

DANCE PARTY
10pm-2am + DJ Butch Knight will
keep the party going past midnight!
Free Admission.

Happy Hour Specials
5pm - 7pm *» Monday - Saturday
Visit www.presqueisledowns.com for details

presque isle
1-90 Exit 27, Erie PA downs & Casino

presqueisledowns.com

1.866.ERIE.FUN ELDORADO RESORTS

If You or Someone You Know
Has a Gambling Problem,
Help is Available.

Call 1-800-GAMBLER.



